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Wheat Farming & the Williams Family in Chatsworth

1900 - Harvesting Wheat in Chatsworth 

Man at right is  

Homesteader James R Williams

Williams photo 1964-11

"Lankershim Wheat Empire" 

The San Fernando Valley

1870-1910 

1924 The Valley of San Fernando

 by the San Fernando Valley Chapter

Daughters of the American Revolution



10/15/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - Wheat Farming & The Williams Family in Chatsworth 2

Before Chatsworth was founded in 1888, it was known as the Granger Ranch, owned 

by Benjamin Porter.  Dry wheat farming was the main crop, and homesteader James 

Williams ran the harvesting crew.

Sources:

1. Quote from the 1924 book, The Valley of San Fernando, pgs 65-67, "The chief 

ranches of the Valley were… (mentions many), …the West Ranch, now Reseda; the 

Clyman Ranch, now Lankershim; the Workman Ranch, now Owensmouth; the 

Granger Ranch, now Chatsworth."

2. The other documented historical mention of the Granger Ranch is from the 1883 

article at right from the Los Angeles Herald, mentioning an injury at the Granger 

Ranch, while someone was boring for artesian water on the Granger Ranch, owned by 

B.F. Porter.

3. James R Williams (1853-1931) came to the Chatsworth Hills and homesteaded 160 

acres in the early 1880's -- he filed for his homestead in 1884.  He was a farmer in 

Kansas in 1880, as were his father and brothers.  He documented his involvement in 

wheat harvesting with professional photographs, taken around 1890 to 1900, which is 

a large part of this presentation.  James was the supervisor/roustabout for the 

Hubbard & Wright harvesting crew.

Overview

1883-06-14 LA Herald
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Dry Wheat Farming was a huge crop in the San Fernando Valley from the 1870's to 1900's.  Erosion of the surrounding 

mountains over thousands of years created a flat valley, 8 miles in width by 12 in length.  Seasonal creeks from the foothills 

created a source of groundwater for crops. (Note: LA Aqueduct from Owens Valley opens 1913, Chatsworth Reservoir was 

completed in 1918)

This presentation will be divided into 4 parts:

• 1869 - Sale of the south half of the San Fernando Valley to Lankershim and Van Nuys for grazing lands; dry wheat harvesting 

begins in 1874.  Sale of the north half to Charles Maclay, Ben F. Porter and George K. Porter in 1873/74.

• 1880's - James R Williams - Homesteads 160 acres in Chatsworth, harvesting wheat for Hubbard and Wright.  Hubbard is Ben 

Porter's brother-in-law.

• 1870-71 Alfred Workman is on the map of Ex-Mission de San Fernando, working out of a 22-acre ranch at Lassen and Shoup 

at the Stagecoach Trail.  He became wealthy operating the Workman Wheat Ranch and built his home at Shadow Ranch in 

West Hills, LA Historic-Cultural Monument #9.

• The Granger Ranch - was not named after William P. Granger, who was a surveyor/engineer working for Charles Maclay.

• Appendices - Workman biography, WP Granger Papers, Maclay and Porter family ancestry, Hubbard & Wright, 1880 and 1883 

newspaper articles describing wheat harvesting in the San Fernando Valley.

This presentation will be posted at our website, chatsworthhistory.com, Digital Archives, Presentations.

Introduction
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• The Williams Family were early Homesteaders before Chatsworth was founded, and remained and were 

active in the community for many years.  JR Williams (James Richard 1853-1931) harvested wheat for 

the Hubbard and Wright Farming Operation.  The Williams family gave the first pictures to start the 

Chatsworth Historical Society's Collection in 1964.  The quality of the professional photographs are 

exceptional, most of them taken around 1890 to 1900.

• The book, The Valley of San Fernando was written one-hundred years ago in 1924 by the San 

Fernando Valley Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)

• In preparing for our program on Wheat Farming and the Williams Homestead family, this book turned 

out to be an amazing resource.  We are fortunate to have recently obtained an original leatherbound 

copy in our library.  Thanks to today’s technology, the full text including some great photos can be 

read, downloaded, and searched on Google Books.  This history was written by members of the 

DAR, who were also members of the San Fernando Womens Club and were the direct descendants 

of the founding families of the north half of the San Fernando Valley, the Maclay and Porter families.

• The stories in this book are fascinating as they include first-hand memories of what life was like 150 

years ago, as the San Fernando Valley was purchased and populated by early pioneers, settling first 

in the townsite of San Fernando in 1874.  Chatsworth would follow in 1888.

• An article on the book, the Maclay and Porter families, and a few of the interesting stories is in our 

September 2024 issue of the Smoke Signal.

• Newspaper articles, available at Newspapers.com, Ancestry records, available at Ancestry.com

• Other references which are mentioned in our presentation.

Sources

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Valley_of_San_Fernando/03NjJZy32QkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=inauthor:%22Daughters+of+the+American+Revolution.+San+Fernando+Valley+Chapter+(San+Fernando+Valley,+Calif.)%22&printsec=frontcover
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202024-09.pdf
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Background: Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley

1934, The History of the San Fernando Valley, 

Frank Keffer, pg 52

• 1869 - The Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad, Southern 

California's first railroad, begins operations in October

• 1869 - Isaac Lankershim and Isaac Van Nuys buy the 

southern half of the Valley as grazing land and begin 

raising stock, principally sheep.  Their story at left.

• 1872 - Southern Pacific Railroad begins construction of a 

railroad connecting Los Angeles to San Fernando, 

completed in 1874.

• 1873/74 - Charles Maclay and the Porter cousins 

purchase the north half of the Valley.

• 1875 - Hubbard and Wright are raising wheat south of 

San Fernando Mission.

• 1876 - the San Fernando Tunnel connects Los Angeles 

to San Francisco by rail.

• 1880 - the San Fernando Sheep Company was renamed 

the Los Angeles Farm and Milling Company, devoted 

almost exclusively to wheat and some barley.
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Written in historical texts: "The San 

Fernando Valley was divided into 

thirteen ranches, seven of which 

were located in the southern half of 

the valley and six in the northern 

half. The Granger Ranch, owned by 

Benjamin F. Porter, became 

Chatsworth Park."

The 1924 book "The Valley of San 

Fernando", and "1962 Memoirs of 

Catherine Hubbard Dace" discuss 

the ranches north of Roscoe, 

they have been added to the map 

at left in red.

Hubbard and Wright were at the 

1,100 acre Hawk Ranch, that 

became Zelzah in 1910.

Note: The Home Ranch was the 

Isaac Van Nuys’ farmhouse, where 

Isaac and Susannah (Lankershim) 

raised three kids and a million 

bushels of wheat.  Isaac moved to 

LA in 1871, they married in 1880. 
(Water & Power Museum)

Background: Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley

https://waterandpower.org/museum/Early_Views_of_the_San_Fernando_Valley_Page_1.html#:~:text=Historical%20Notes,-In%201865%20at&text=In%201871%2C%20Van%20Nuys%20moved,raising%20of%20stock%2C%20principally%20sheep.
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• In February 1880, Isaac Van Nuys 

married Susanna Lankershim, Isaac 

Lankershim's daughter.    

•  In the June 1880 Census, the Van 

Nuys and Lankershim Families are 

living together at 253 Spring St. in 

Downtown Los Angeles.  Isaac Van 

Nuys (44) and Isaac Lankershim (63) 

are listed as Farmers.  Lankershim's 

son James is a wool grower.  They 

have a cook and a house servant.

• Isaac Lankershim died in 1883.

Background: Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley

1880 US Census, Los Angeles

James Boon Lankershim would 

build the 1905 Hotel Lankershim at 

Broadway and Seventh.

1897 Van Nuys Hotel, N/W corner of Main and 

4th Streets.  The building is still standing as the 

Hotel Barclay (contemporary view)
(Water & Power Museum)

https://www.google.com/maps/@34.0480521,-118.2471483,3a,75y,325.1h,94.66t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sJniGIFRHDlYxWXVHYJjITw!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D-4.659999999999997%26panoid%3DJniGIFRHDlYxWXVHYJjITw%26yaw%3D325.1!7i16384!8i8192?coh=205410&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MDkyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://waterandpower.org/museum/Early_LA_Buildings%20(1800s)_6_of_6.html
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Background: Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley

1880-07-10 Los Angeles 

Evening Express, entire article 

in the Appendix

• The article excerpt at far left describes the wheat belt in 

the valley as five miles in width by twelve in length.  And 

lists the number of acres in wheat for 1880, in 

descending order of acres here:

Acres of Wheat

Lankershim 10,000

Van Nuys   5,000

Smith & Patton   4,000

Alfred Workman   4,000

John M. Jennifer   2,200

Hubbard & Wright   2,000

C.H. Porter   1,800

Others   7,910

 Total 36,910 (~25% of the valley)

(note: Miguel Leonis and Peter (Pierre) Domec of 

Lake Manor are also listed)

• The article excerpt just left describes Ben Porter renting 

wheat lands for one-third the crop, and to furnish the 

seed, machinery and the work-stock besides.
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Background: Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley

1883-09-29 LA Herald

• The article at left discusses the wheat producers in 1883, 

the top 10 listed in descending order of sacks here:

 Sacks of Wheat

 Kester Rancho 38,500 (Lankershim)

 John Clyman 27,550 (Lankershim)

 I.N. Van Nuys 22,650

 Ben Porter  21,680  

 Alfred Workman 17,655

 George Porter 16,000  

 Hubbard & Wright 15,500  

 A.G. Patton 15,500

 Senator Maclay 11,759  

 Jennifer & Barnett 11,160

• Col. Nap Brokaw, an old '49er, drives the boss team for 

Hubbard & Wright

• Times are lively at the San Fernando depot… 12 to 14 

cars of golden grain are loaded daily.

• Hubbard, Barnet & Porter will finish the last stack to thresh 

Tuesday next, and then a grand harvest feast will be given 

by the granger, to their friends here and in Los Angeles. 

Note: A granger is a grain farmer.
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1883-05-15 How they Farm LA Herald

In May 1883, Al Workman gave a personal tour of the San Fernando Valley 

wheat ranches to the editor of the Los Angeles Herald Newspaper (see 

appendix). The ranches included were the Clyman, Kester, Van Nuys (Home), 

Patton and Workman.

Excerpts from the May 15th editorial below:

…On each of these farms, there are from seventy-five to one hundred and 

seventy-five heads of horses and mules; and in truth, they are needed to carry 

on such gigantic agricultural operations.  During the height of the harvest 

season from fifty to one hundred men are employed, according to the size of 

the ranch.  The plowing, for instance, is done with gang-plows, drawn by from 

six to ten horses.  Each of these teams turns up from eight to ten acres a day.  

On Al Workman’s ranch, for example, nine of these large teams are kept busy during the sowing season, while Kester 

runs thirteen and Van Nuys fourteen teams.  Harvesting operations are conducted on a similar scale of grandeur.  Twelve 

and sixteen-foot headers are used.  The former are drawn by six and the latter by twelve horses or mules.  To show the 

magnitude of the San Fernando valley farming we may mention that, on the Kester ranch, in the harvest season, of 

headers, four twelve foot, one fourteen foot and one sixteen foot, are in daily use.  A sixteen-foot header has the capacity 

of cutting forty acres of grain a day.  Threshing is done in the fields by the aid of steam, supplied by engines running from 

twenty-four horsepower upwards.  These threshers turn out from six hundred to fifteen hundred bushels a day, according 

to size.  
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1883-05-15 How they Farm LA Herald

In May 1883, Al Workman gave a personal tour of the San Fernando Valley 

wheat ranches to the editor of the Los Angeles Herald Newspaper (see 

appendix). The ranches included were the Clyman, Kester, Van Nuys (Home), 

Patton and Workman.

Excerpts from the May 15th editorial below, continued:

In the San Fernando Valley, barns that would meet the admiring appreciation 

of a Lancaster county (Pennsylvania) Dutchman abound on every hand.  

They dot the valley on all sides, and they range from 80 to 120 feet, on the 

Kester ranch, to scarcely smaller edifices on the other ranches.

 

Not only are there several ranchos provided with these prodigious barns, but they have likewise granaries on a 

corresponding scale.  In addition, they have, in other buildings, harness rooms and other conveniences.  

Each farm is provided with a big well or wells, capable of pumping several hundred thousand gallons of water daily, 

run by horse power.  In addition, a blacksmith, a carpenter and a professional harness-maker are as much incidents 

of the farming operations of the San Fernando Valley as is the ordinary gang plow.  Everything is run on a scale 

positively Cyclopean.
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Short Movie

Up Next:

How Farmers Harvested and Threshed Wheat in the 1880s

From HenryFord.org

Two minutes

Also available on YouTube at

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcMnldjcX04&t=0s

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcMnldjcX04&t=0s
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Short Movie

Up Next:

How Farmers Harvested and Threshed Wheat in the 1880s

From HenryFord.org

Two minutes
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Dry Wheat Farming 101

"Harrowing ground, WSF Valley"

Notice pipe at end of harrow to smooth out the soil.

Williams photo 1964-06

How was wheat dry-farmed in the 1870's-1910? 

Step 1 - Plowing the field - turning over the soil (usually after the 

first rain on October 15th)

Step 2 - Harrowing the field before planting - breaking up and 

smoothing out the surface of the soil, creating an even seedbed. 

(Williams photo 1964-06)

Step 3 - Planting. Perhaps using a Bickford & Huffman Grain Drill 

circa 1890

Step 4 - Reaping, cutting the wheat with a reciprocating blade, 

invented in 1833

Step 5 - Gathering the wheat into sheaves, to dry prior to 

threshing.  By the 1890-1900's step 4 and 5 are combined, 

modifications include loading the cut wheat via a conveyor belt 

onto a wagon, to be taken to the thresher. (Williams photos 1964-

12 and 1964-02)

Step 6 - Threshing and Separating - Powered by a steam engine 

in Williams photos, it was pitchfork-fed into the machine with 

conveyor belts, a heavy cylinder “threshes” the grain, separating 

the seed-heads from the seed covering and stalks.
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Dry Wheat Farming 101

A mowing machine, also called a "header".

The horizontal blades gather the cut grain, and it is loaded 

onto a wagon traveling next to the team via a conveyor belt. 

Williams photo 1964-12

How was wheat dry-farmed in the 1870's-1910? 

Step 1 - Plowing the field - turning over the soil (usually after the 

first rain on October 15th)

Step 2 - Harrowing the field before planting - breaking up and 

smoothing out the surface of the soil, creating an even seedbed. 

(Williams photo 1964-06)

Step 3 - Planting. Perhaps using a Bickford & Huffman Grain Drill 

circa 1890

Step 4 - Reaping, cutting the wheat with a reciprocating blade, 

invented in 1833

Step 5 - Gathering the wheat into sheaves, to dry prior to 

threshing.  By the 1890-1900's step 4 and 5 are combined, 

modifications include loading the cut wheat via a conveyor belt 

onto a wagon, to be taken to the thresher. (Williams photos 1964-

12 and 1964-02)

Step 6 - Threshing and Separating - Powered by a steam engine 

in Williams photos, it was pitchfork-fed into the machine with 

conveyor belts, a heavy cylinder “threshes” the grain, separating 

the seed-heads from the seed covering and stalks.
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Dry Wheat Farming 101

A mowing machine, also called a "header".

The machine rolls over the wheat, cutting the heads off with a 

reciprocating blade at the front. 

The horizontal blades gather the cut grain and push it onto a 

conveyor belt. 

The team "pulls" the mowing machine from behind. 

Williams photo 1964-02

How was wheat dry-farmed in the 1870's-1910? 

Step 1 - Plowing the field - turning over the soil (usually after the 

first rain on October 15th)

Step 2 - Harrowing the field before planting - breaking up and 

smoothing out the surface of the soil, creating an even seedbed. 

(Williams photo 1964-06)

Step 3 - Planting. Perhaps using a Bickford & Huffman Grain Drill 

circa 1890

Step 4 - Reaping, cutting the wheat with a reciprocating blade, 

invented in 1833

Step 5 - Gathering the wheat into sheaves, to dry prior to 

threshing.  By the 1890-1900's step 4 and 5 are combined, 

modifications include loading the cut wheat via a conveyor belt 

onto a wagon, to be taken to the thresher. (Williams photos 1964-

12 and 1964-02)

Step 6 - Threshing and Separating - Powered by a steam engine 

in Williams photos, it was pitchfork-fed into the machine with 

conveyor belts, a heavy cylinder “threshes” the grain, separating 

the seed-heads from the seed covering and stalks.
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Dry Wheat Farming 101

A wagon is unloaded using a huge net, and grain is pitchforked 

to a conveyor belt on a steam driven thresher and separator.  

Steam engine is out of picture at left, turning the conveyor belt in 

foreground.  Sacks filled with grain are stacked at far right.

Williams photo 1964-17

How was wheat dry-farmed in the 1870's-1910? 

Step 1 - Plowing the field - turning over the soil (usually after the 

first rain on October 15th)

Step 2 - Harrowing the field before planting - breaking up and 

smoothing out the surface of the soil, creating an even seedbed. 

(Williams photo 1964-06)

Step 3 - Planting. Perhaps using a Bickford & Huffman Grain Drill 

circa 1890

Step 4 - Reaping, cutting the wheat with a reciprocating blade, 

invented in 1833

Step 5 - Gathering the wheat into sheaves, to dry prior to 

threshing.  By the 1890-1900's step 4 and 5 are combined, 

modifications include loading the cut wheat via a conveyor belt 

onto a wagon, to be taken to the thresher. (Williams photos 1964-

12 and 1964-02)

Step 6 - Threshing and Separating - Powered by a steam engine 

in Williams photos, it was pitchfork-fed into the machine with 

conveyor belts, a heavy cylinder “threshes” the grain, separating 

the seed-heads from the seed covering and stalks.
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Dry Wheat Farming 101
Hubbard and Wright Farming Crew

The Entire Threshing Crew with Horses

JR Williams is at the lower right

Circa 1900 

Williams photo 1964-01

Below enlargement, JR Williams

roustabout (supervisor)
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Dry Wheat Farming 101
Hubbard and Wright 

Farming Crew

Entire Threshing Crew and 

Horses

JR -- JR Williams, roustabout, on his 

horse

H -- Headers, or Mowing machines, which 

include a conveyor belt to load a wagon 

pulled next to the mowing machine.

S -- Steam Engine running a conveyor 

belt that is connected to 

T&S -- Threshing and Separating 

machine.

R -- Rigging to unload wagons, wheat is 

pitchforked on a conveyor belt to the 

Threshing and Separating machine.

W -- Wagons with rigging ready to be 

loaded with wheat from the Headers.

JR

H

H
H

H
S

T&S

R

W
W

W
W

W

Williams photo 1964-01
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Williams Wheat Harvesting Photo

The Williams photo at 

right shows 9 or more 

harrowing teams, 

some wagons and a 

few horses in the vast 

and empty San 

Fernando Valley.

We asked Dennis Liff, 

Chatsworth Movie 

historian, if he could 

identify the skyline 

and direction of the 

photo.

The JR Williams farm 

crew abt. 1900

Williams photo 1964-23
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Williams Wheat Harvesting Photo
He replied that the blue 

highlighted section at right is 

“the Kestrel,” or Gavilán, the 

Hawk, which is a name he 

derived from a conversation 

with Al Knight.

The view would be looking west 

towards the foothills.

He noted that both the Native 

Americans and the Spanish 

settlers identified the formation 

and likened it to a bird.

We wrote an article about the 

Gavilán (The Hawk in the Hills), 

A Native American Story, in our 

2019-11 Newsletter.

The JR Williams farm 

crew abt. 1900

Williams photo 1964-23

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202019-11.pdf
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Williams Wheat Harvesting Photo

Dennis sent me a Google street view looking west from De Soto where 

the Browns Canyon Wash crosses it (below), just south of Chase Street. It 

looks pretty close.

The map at right has a yellow pin at De Soto and Chase.  It shows that 

the land is on Ben Porter land (outlined in orange), and just outside or 

near the border of Chatsworth, outlined in blue)

The JR Williams farm 

crew abt. 1900

Williams photo 1964-23
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Williams Family
The J.R. Williams family came from Kansas to Los Angeles and settled in the area around what was then Westlake Park 

(MacArthur Park today).  Los Angeles was still rural in the early 1880’s, but Mr. Williams said he needed more room for his cattle 

and so he moved to the Santa Susana Pass and homesteaded 160 acres.

James and Carrie were recorded in the 1880 Census in Kansas, and had two young boys, Elisha and Alfred.  

James Arthur Williams at his homestead in 

Yates Center, Kansas

James was born in Indiana in 1853.  By 1870, his family had moved to Kansas.  His father, James Arthur Williams, was a farmer 

and homesteader in Yates Center, Kansas, per the family scrapbook.  His homestead was 81.04 acres granted in 1876 (see 

appendix)

Caroline Wagman, "Carrie" was born in Sweden in 1854. She immigrated to America alone in 1870, living with friends in a large 

Swedish farming community in Holdredge, Nebraska.  James and Carrie were married in 1876.

The 1984 book "Quiet on the Set", pgs. 36-38, tells the story of Carrie moving to 

Nebraska, and meeting James.  The story is told by Carrie's sister Augusta, 

who homesteaded the 160 acres that adjoined the William's family.  

Augusta met Carl Iverson, and that homestead became the Iverson Movie 

Ranch.

The story is also told in a 2011 article written by Virginia Watson, "A Tale of 

Three Sisters in Old Chatsworth", The three sisters from Sweden being 

Caroline, Augusta, and Emma.

Emma was Betty Berkemeyer Summer's (1925-2021) grandmother.  Betty was 

a long-time member of the Chatsworth Historical Society and one of the 

docents at the Chatsworth Historical Society museum.

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/2011-03-04%20A%20Tale%20of%20Three%20Sisters%20in%20Old%20Chatsworth%20-%20Chatsworth,%20CA%20Virginia%20Watson%20Patch.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/2011-03-04%20A%20Tale%20of%20Three%20Sisters%20in%20Old%20Chatsworth%20-%20Chatsworth,%20CA%20Virginia%20Watson%20Patch.pdf
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Williams Family
In 1884 James applied for a homestead patent on 160 acres.  Twenty acres of cultivated land was used to raise hay and grow 

potatoes, with the remainder set aside for grazing cattle and apiaries. 

He and his wife 

Carrie, along with 

their two small 

children, lived in a 4-

room 24’x 24’ “wood-

board house,” with a 

12’ x 16’ barn, honey 

house, a small 

orchard, and a half-

mile of fencing 

nearby. (source: Santa 

Susana Pass SHP - 

General Plan, Historic)

 

Google Earth overlay 

of the Williams and 

Iverson Homesteads

James & Carrie Williams

160-acre homestead
Augusta & Carl Iverson

160-acre homestead

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24154
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24154
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Williams Family
In 1893 a new road was built north of the Stagecoach Trail, the "Map of the New Santa Susanna Pass Road through William's 

Cañon", commonly referred to as the Chatsworth Grade road, and named "El Camino Nuevo" in the Santa Susana Pass State 

Historic Park.  The map is available at the Huntington Digital Archives, and is also discussed in our Feb 2020 newsletter.  A 

screenshot of the 1893 map identifying the William's House, Barn, and spring is below.  That area became the infamous 1968-

1969 Spahn Ranch as told in the Spahn Ranch article on our website.  A 1912 Postcard of the area can also be found at our 

Chatsworth Postcards 1912 presentation.

 

1893 William's House: source: "Map of the New Santa Susanna 

Pass Road through William's Cañon"
Notice the vertical section line on the map above which helped us 

orient where the house (yellow square) was on the map at right….

Google Earth overlay of the 24'x24' William's House 

identified by the yellow square.  At today's Rocky Peak 

Church Baseball field at 23000 Santa Susana Pass Rd

https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll4/id/7502
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202020-02.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/Spahn%20Ranch%20-%20Curtis%20Automotive.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/Chatsworth-Postcards-1912.html
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Williams Family
In 1897 their homestead was granted, and by 1900 they had purchased two 10-acre sections from Nelson Gray, and they 

built a new house just south of the school at 22152 Devonshire, the southeast corner of Farralone and Devonshire.  

 

At right, a crop of the 1903 

Property Tax

Ownership map, 10-acre sections

In 1893, Nelson Gray purchased 

the 80-acre parcel bounded by 

Devonshire, Topanga, Lassen and 

Farralone

James Williams purchased the 

northwest 20 acres in 1900 or 

before, and built his house at the 

southeast corner of Farralone and 

Devonshire

A side note, the Williams still 

owned their homestead in 1903 

per the Property Tax records.

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/Maps/1903%20Chatsworth%20Park,%20US%20Indexed%20County%20Land%20Ownership%20Maps,%201860-1918%20Ruegers%20Atlas%20California,%20Los%20Angeles,%20Ancestry.com%20pg38.jpg
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/Maps/1903%20Chatsworth%20Park,%20US%20Indexed%20County%20Land%20Ownership%20Maps,%201860-1918%20Ruegers%20Atlas%20California,%20Los%20Angeles,%20Ancestry.com%20pg38.jpg
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/Maps/1903%20Chatsworth%20Park,%20US%20Indexed%20County%20Land%20Ownership%20Maps,%201860-1918%20Ruegers%20Atlas%20California,%20Los%20Angeles,%20Ancestry.com%20pg38.jpg
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Williams Family 1900

The Old Williams Home, 22152 Devonshire. 

Southeast corner of Devonshire and Farralone.  About 1900.  

Left to right Ida (11), Carrie (44), James R Jr. "Dick" (6), Elisha M 

"Shorty" (23), and Mae (14)

Not in Picture:  James R Williams Sr (46) and Alfred (21)

Williams photo 1964-15
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Williams Family 1930
The family always kept the name J.R. or James Richard and so at one time there were three 

of them in Chatsworth.  James Richard Williams Jr. became “Dick” to his friends as he grew up 

attending Chatsworth Park School until the 8th grade, and then drove a buggy to San 

Fernando Union High School.  

Per Dick's obituary (1893-1968), a former principal of the high school noted that Dick traveled 

22,000 miles by horse and buggy during the four years of high school and was never late 

once.

Dick's June 5th, 1917 WWI Draft registration 

card listed him as a single farmer working for 

Carl Iverson 2 miles south of Chatsworth.  

The registrar signing the card was Rueben A. 

Ahlstrom.

Dick joined the Navy was a sailor in San 

Pedro.  On December 26, 1917, he married 

Nellie Sweat, per the January 11, 1918 

Owensmouth Gazette.

1918-01-11 Marriage Dick Williams and Nellie Sweat 

Owensmouth Gazette
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Williams Family 1930
In the 1930 Census Dick and Nellie are living at 

10423 Santa Susana, with their son JR "Jim" 

Williams III (9) and daughter Marilyn (10 mos.).  

The house was just north of Chatsworth Park 

Elementary, and was owned per the tax records 

in 1903 by Levi Lovelock, who was the 

postmaster from 1895 until 1898 at that location.

  On the back of the photo of the house, donated 

by the Williams family, they explain that it was 

once a family home on one side, and the US post 

office on the other side.  

Photo at right shows JR Williams with his son JR 

Junior in a buggy.  In 1964 the house was still 

standing, north of the schoolhouse.

1895 Lovelock Post Office and House building

10423 Santa Susana (today's Topanga)

Photo taken circa 1930, view is west, taken from 

Topanga.  

Directly north of Chatsworth Park Elementary

NW corner of Hiawatha and Topanga

Williams 1964-14

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/Post%20Office%20-%20Ann%20CHS.pdf
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Williams Family

Mrs. Nell Williams, Dick’s wife, gave the first 

pictures to start the Chatsworth Historical 

Society’s Collection.  They were all 

professionally mounted photographs, most of 

them of 1900 wheat harvesting, but others of 

their 1900 home on Devonshire at Farralone, 

the 1903 Depot on Marilla, and the 1895 

Lovelock post office house in 1930 just north of 

the Elementary School.  

Later in the 2000's the family donated to us a 

scrapbook documenting all of the generations, 

back to the Homesteader JR Williams father, 

James Arthur Williams (1825-1902), who was a 

homesteader in Yates Center, Kansas.

The family remained in the area and Dick Williams was able to be present in 1965 when the cornerstone of the Pioneer 

Church was opened just before it was moved from Topanga Canyon Boulevard up to Oakwood Memorial Park.  Three 

generations of JR Williams are in the photo, Dick, his son Jim, and grandson Rick.

1965 Opening the Pioneer Church Cornerstone

Clockwise from left, with ages, 3 generations of James Richard Williams

Rick (21), Jim (44), Dick (71)
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Other Williams Photos

Photos from the family scrapbook
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Williams & Iverson Cousins

Top Row, left to right, Aaron Iverson (16), Mae Williams (22), 

Elisha Williams (31)

Middle Row, Carl and Anna Iverson (twins 19), Ida Williams (20)

Bottom Row, Sena Iverson (12), Dick Williams (15), unknown

Missing - Alfred Williams (29), Joe Iverson (12)

From the Williams Scrapbook

Circa 1908
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Other Williams Photos

1893 Railroad Depot abt 1900

Williams 1964-16

The 1893 Depot was north of Marilla 

and the tracks, and south of the 

Chatsworth Hotel.  East of Santa 

Susana (today's Topanga Canyon)

Enlargement of photo shows:

Sign on roof: Chatsworth Park to San Francisco 494 miles

Sign on post: Western Union Telegraph Office
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Other Williams Photos

1905 Chatsworth Park School

Williams 1964-21

Chatsworth Park Class of the early 

1900's, abt. 1905.

Teachers were Miss Noyes and Mr. 

Maltby.

Richard Williams is small, barefooted 

boy lower right-hand corner with light 

hat (and x on left foot)

Miranda girls believed to be the two 

girls in calico on either side of Miss 

Noyes.

Note: In 1902, the school's name was 

changed from Santa Susana School to 

Chatsworth Park School to avoid 

confusion with the new 

1902 Santa Susana School 

built in Simi Valley.
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Other Williams Photos

1982 Chatsworth Historical Society 

Calendar

Horses and mules pulled the farm 

machinery to cultivate, plant and 

harvest the wheat and other crops 

grown in Chatsworth and the San 

Fernando Valley.  Pioneer J.R. 

Williams, who came to Chatsworth in 

the early 1880's and headed the crew 

from the west Valley and worked for 

the Hubbard-Wright farming operation.  

Crew would work at first one farm and 

then another until each job was 

completed.
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Alfred Workman

Shadow Ranch House and Park

a 13-acre parcel

22633 Vanowen Street, West Hills, Los Angeles

Alfred Workman was a dry land wheat farmer who made his 

fortune at Shadow Ranch in West Hills, today’s Historic-Cultural 

Monument #9.

Alfred was born in England in 1843, in 1855 at the age of 12 he left 

England and traveled to the United States.  He had no money for 

passage so he shipped as a sailor via Cape Horn and stopped for a 

time in Chile, arriving by steamship to San Francisco in 1857 at the 

age of 14. He worked for a while with the steamship company and 

in livery stables, in 1865 tried mining in Montana, and came to Los 

Angeles in 1868 at the age of 25. (source: 1926 California and 

Californians, Bio of Alfred Workman, see appendix)
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Alfred Workman

1871 Plat of the Ex Mission de San Fernando finally 

confirmed to Eulogio de Celis, 
Huntington Library Digital Archives

The lower half of the valley is identified as "San 

Fernando Farm Homestead Association", sold to 

Lankershim and Van Nuys in 1869

In the 1870 census he was in Chatsworth, his neighbors were Fabricio de la 

Ossa at the Stagecoach Swing Station (at Pilitas on the map below), and 

Gabriel and Ignacio Miranda of the Miranda Adobe (before homesteaders 

Francisco and Antonia Miranda).

In 1871 Workman's name is on the Ex Mission map at right, enlargement 

below, on the Stagecoach trail, just below Pilitas (translated as the 

fountains).  He would establish his ranch soon at Shadow Ranch (the yellow 

circle on the map at right), just below Bell Creek.   

In 1871 Workman is identified on the 
"Plat of the Ex Mission de San Fernando 

finally confirmed to Eulogio de Celis", 

at today's Lassen and Shoup, 

on the Stagecoach Trail

Section of map at right 

highlighted in red is 

enlarged at left.

https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll4/id/12292
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll4/id/12292
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Alfred Workman
At right, an overlay on today's Google 

Earth of the Workman ranch identified 

on the 1871 map below.

The 22-acre ranch (as measured by 

Google Earth) is outlined in red, the 

Stagecoach road is yellow.

The grant line (today's Valley 

Circle/Andora) is blue.

In 1871 Workman is identified on the "Plat of the Ex Mission de 

San Fernando finally confirmed to Eulogio de Celis", 

at today's Lassen and Shoup, on the Stagecoach Trail
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Alfred Workman

By the way, looking at the overlay on 

Google Earth, the house with the red 

arrow at left is at the location of today's 

Minnie Hill Palmer homestead cottage.

A story from Minnie mentions that her 

parents took over a claim in 1886.  We 

don't know who held that claim in 1871 

that corresponds with this map.

In 1871 Workman is identified on the 
"Plat of the Ex Mission de San Fernando 

finally confirmed to Eulogio de Celis", 

at today's Lassen and Shoup, on the 

Stagecoach Trail
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Alfred Workman
No one has ever documented what Workman was doing at the 22-acre Lassen/Shoup location on the 

1871 map below.  

Workman's biography mentions that he was an experienced teamster (driving a team of mules or 

horses).  Laura B. Gaye mentions that Alfred was hired by Van Nuys to haul lumber (see appendix - 

1975 Land of the West Valley - Laura B. Gaye).  The location may have been a temporary 

headquarters for Workman to haul wood and supplies from Los Angeles to the new ranches that 

would be established in the southern part of the valley. 

And the location, which is along the Santa Susana Creek, would have provided an established source 

of water for his mule teams, on a reliable road, the Stagecoach Trail to Encino and Los Angeles.

A side note, the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad, Southern California's first railroad, began 

operations in October 1869.  Which meant that redwood lumber from northern forests would have 

been available in Los Angeles, as ocean steam freighters were shipping goods from San Francisco.

1870-05-12 Los Angeles Daily News

The 1870 Los Angeles and San Pedro Railroad schedule at 

right lists two trains running daily: 

from Wilmington 8am and 1pm                      

from Los Angeles 10am and 4pm

Except on days of steamer arrival from San Francisco, when 

trains will run to connect with the steamer.
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Alfred Workman
In 1877, Al (34) married Henrietta Smith (28) of the Los Feliz 

Rancho, which includes the Los Feliz area and today's Griffith 

Park.

Henrietta's mother was Maria de Los Angeles Feliz, born in 

Pueblo de los Angeles in 1827.  

In the 1924 book The Valley of San Fernando, the story of the 

wedding party at Shadow Ranch is on page 67.  Invited guests 

got lost in a wind storm that swept across the valley, many 

people not arriving until midnight.

Shadow Ranch began as a 3-room adobe.  Workman built a U-

shaped house around the existing adobe, using 14-inch wide by 

twenty-six feet long boards.  The two-story house was built over 

a large cellar and had a porch around two sides.

Downstairs were two large parlors, a dining room for the family 

and a very large dining room where the ranch hands were fed 

(source: 1975 "Land of the West", Laura B. Gaye, see appendix)

The Feliz Adobe is in Griffith 

Park, Historic-Cultural 

Monument #401, and is not 

open to the public. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Valley_of_San_Fernando/03NjJZy32QkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=inauthor:%22Daughters+of+the+American+Revolution.+San+Fernando+Valley+Chapter+(San+Fernando+Valley,+Calif.)%22&printsec=frontcover
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Alfred Workman
In the 1880 Census, Alfred and Henrietta Smith are 

living at Shadow Ranch with their one-year-old 

daughter.

There are 17 farm hands at their ranch, and Top 

Wong from China is the cook.

At right, Henrietta's mother, Maria de Los Angeles 

Feliz, gifted some land to Henrietta in May 1879, for 

"love, etc."  

In October 1883, at the age of 40, Al Workman has 

made his fortune.  He sells his crop, stock and 

machinery to Lankershim & Van Nuys, and visits 

England.

1879-05-06 LA Herald

1883-10-02 LA Times
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Alfred Workman

Less than a year later, in 1884, Al is building a 

mansion at the top of Boyle Heights, downtown Los 

Angeles.

He has an orange orchard on the bluff, with an 

ornamental carriage house and stable.

The ground floor is 3,550 sqft and 30 ft high, with an 

octagonal central tower and observatory, with a view 

of nearly all of the city, taking in a sweep of the 

plains to the ocean and of the foothill and mountain 

ranges.

It includes a basement; parlors, drawing and dining 

rooms on the first floor; sleeping parlors on the 

second floor; and on the third floor is a billiard hall, 

with smoking rooms in the minarets from each 

corner of the building.

A later article mentions the cost of the building at 

$14,000.

. 1884-09-25 LA Herald
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Alfred Workman
In 1891, Al has just completed an office 

building on Spring Street, between 

Second and Third.

 It has a footprint of 9,300 sqft, a four 

story and basement building.

The first story is a large double and 

single story room.

The upper two stories have a large and 

airy hall twenty feet wide and 116 feet 

long, extending two stories and covered 

by an iron and glass skylight, the largest 

in the city.

There are twenty-two large sized office 

rooms on each floor, each containing a 

fireplace and gas service.  Each room is 

furnished with a marble stationary 

washstand.  There are two lavatories on 

each floor, on the rear porches.  

1891-08-30 LAHerald
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Alfred Workman

1931-06-11 Alfred Workman 

Obituary LATimes

Alfred & Henrietta had 5 children.  Three died within their first 

year.  

Their daughter Mary died in 1893 when she was 14.  

Their son William was thrown from a horse in 1897 when he was 

16, and never fully recovered.  In 1908 he died from a heart 

attack at the age of 27.

Henrietta died in 1930 at the age of 77.

Alfred died 5 months later in 1931 at the age of 88.  

The family is buried in the Workman private vault in Inglewood 

Park Cemetery.

1930-01-04 Henrietta Workman 

Obit Riverside Daily Press
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The Granger Ranch

The only published map that includes the 

Granger Ranch (circled in red above), 

USC Archives 1930 CM Smith Thesis 
source: Rich Krugel facebook

Written in historical texts: "The San Fernando Valley was divided into thirteen 

ranches, seven of which were located in the southern half of the valley and six 

in the northern half. The Granger Ranch, owned by Benjamin F. Porter, 

became Chatsworth Park."

The 1924 book "The Valley of San Fernando", and "1962 Memoirs of Catherine 

Hubbard Dace" discuss the ranches north of Roscoe, they have been added to 

the map below in red:

1870-1910 Wheat Ranches in the San Fernando Valley.

Six ranches north of Roscoe (ploughed furrow on the map), 

owned by Maclay and the Porter Cousins

Seven ranches south of Roscoe

owned by Lankershim and Van Nuys
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William P. Granger - not affiliated with the Granger Ranch

1924 The Valley of San 

Fernando - DAR pg 77

It has been misreported, beginning in the 1960's, that The Granger Ranch, later 

to become Chatsworth in 1888, was named after WP Granger.

At left is the excerpt from The Valley of San Fernando on William P. Granger, a 

surveyor / civil engineer who became involved with the Maclay Colony in 

1887.  The book was written in part by Maclay descendants, specifically 

Isabella Rice Granger Maclay, W.P. Granger's daughter.  It mentions that Mr. 

Granger resurveyed the whole 20,000 acres of the Maclay colony.

The William P. Granger Papers at UCLA have no mention of a Granger Ranch, 

but include maps and papers related to the Maclay Colony and Maclay Rancho, 

consistent with the 1924 excerpt at left.

The 1883 article at right mentions boring an 

artesian well on the Granger ranch, owned by 

Ben Porter.  This article was written 4 years 

before William P. Granger arrived in San 

Fernando.  

(Note: The word "grange" is from Latin granum 

or "grain".  A granger is a grain farmer.)

   1883-06-14 LA Herald



10/15/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - Wheat Farming & The Williams Family in Chatsworth 48

William P. Granger Papers at UCLA

Daily Journal

Isabella Rice Granger 

(San Fernando, 1895).

Ann & Ray Vincent reviewed the Granger Papers at the UCLA archives in 

June 2024.

Many of the papers related to William's engineering and surveying activities 

in Massachusetts.

Papers also included his work and maps laying out the San Fernando Valley 

tract, and work concerning the Maclay Rancho in San Fernando, California 

and the San Fernando Land and Water Company.

It included an 1895 daily diary from his daughter, Isabella Rice Granger, 

before she was married to John Charles Maclay in San Fernando in 1900.

There were no items in the Granger Papers discussing or regarding the 

"Granger Ranch owned by Ben Porter that became Chatsworth Park in 

1888" (source: the 1924 book, "The Valley of San Fernando", page 67).

(Note: The word "grange" is from Latin granum or "grain".  A granger is a 

grain farmer.)

See photographs and descriptions of the WP Granger Papers in the 

Appendix

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Valley_of_San_Fernando/03NjJZy32QkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=inauthor:%22Daughters+of+the+American+Revolution.+San+Fernando+Valley+Chapter+(San+Fernando+Valley,+Calif.)%22&printsec=frontcover
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William P. Granger
W.P. Granger (1834-1903) was born in 

Massachusetts, was a civil engineer, and surveyed 

the route for the Hoosac Tunnel. Later he went to 

Oregon and built the second largest sawmill on the 

Pacific Coast, became an engineer with the Southern 

Pacific Railway, then resigned to lay out the City of 

San Fernando Valley Tract for the town of San 

Fernando in 1887.  His family lived in San Fernando.

In 1900, Granger's daughter, Isabella (1871-1930), 

married Charles Maclay's nephew, John Charles 

Maclay (1860-1936).

When San Fernando was incorporated in 1911, John 

became its first mayor, serving until 1915.  In 1930 he 

became mayor once more, serving until 1934. 

The Hoosac Tunnel is a 4.75-mile active railroad 

tunnel in western Massachusetts that passes 

through the Hoosac Range, an extension of 

Vermont's Green Mountains.  It opened in 1875.
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William P. Granger

1950-12-18 LATimes

They were in an old box and will be 

preserved for the city museum.

Among the relics are two iron-link 

chains which have 100 links each, the 

standard measuring unit of that time.  A 

link is 7.02 inches, a chain of 100 links 

is four rods or 22 yards, and 80 chains 

equal one mile.

The earliest maps of the town of San 

Fernando and of the Maclay San 

Fernando Ranch were in 1874, and 

bear the name Henry Harding, who 

preceded Granger.

Henry Waite, San Fernando City 

Engineer, is still using pencils from 

Granger's supply, manufactured in the 

1880's.  They are harder and of finer 

quality than those available now.

The article at left discusses links of 

chain used by surveyor/civil engineer 

W.P. Granger, who laid out the city of 

San Fernando for Senator Charles 

Maclay in 1887. 

(ed. note: The Valley of San Fernando pg.77, 

written in part by WP Granger's daughter,  

identifies the date as June 1887 vs. the 

article at left stating 1884).
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Catherine Hubbard Dace ($16)

• 2015, Southern California Quarterly Spring - JSTOR - Three Pioneer Women’s Memories of the San Fernando Valley, 

1860s–1930s Catherine Hubbard Dace, Anna Margaret (“Queenie”) Billings, and Jessie Grey Murphy ($16)

• 2020, Wheat Farming in the San Fernando Valley, Facebook, Keith Hart, San Fernando Valley Then and Now

• 2017, Granger Ranch Chatsworth, Facebook, Rich Krugel, SFV Area History Research

• Chatsworth Historical Society photographs and collections

• Circa 1907 rare map, Plat of Lands of BF Hubbard Estate, mentions Hubbard & Wright at Zelzah, which was Hawk   
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• Prepared by Ann & Ray Vincent in October 2024

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Valley_of_San_Fernando/03NjJZy32QkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=inauthor:%22Daughters+of+the+American+Revolution.+San+Fernando+Valley+Chapter+(San+Fernando+Valley,+Calif.)%22&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/California_and_Californians/aysPAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=California+and+Californians&printsec=frontcover
Catherine Hubbard Dace, Anna Margaret
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https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/29883/Plat_of_the_Lands_of_BF_Porter_Estate_NW_Portion_of_Ro_Ex_Mission_San/Southern%20Pacific%20Railroad%20Company.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2l6rStaCLEyfrDB7k_p4Nf1Uz75GH5L8lLC8cbe0xPrikToYlpvQuTFcw_aem_Ab0YlZi52sR9NG54U_MXXhIx7FSzcbLExF79dnT4RS6UO1HhLMTXsYfMzUuxrsb7T2dddwYlp9EziTDslClsaQjd
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Appendices

• Alfred Workman biography and excerpts about the Workman Ranch from 1975 Land 

of the West Valley - Laura B. Gaye

• WP Granger Papers at UCLA Library

• Maclay and Porter families Ancestry - Key Player Relationships

• Hubbard & Wright - excerpts from 1924-The Valley of San Fernando-DAR and 1934-

The History of the San Fernando Valley-Keefer , 1910 Census notes Wright living in 

Chatsworth

• 1880-07-10 SFV Wheat Acres Planted, Renting Wheat Lands - Editorial from the Los 

Angeles Evening Express

• 1883-05-15 SFV Wheat - Editorial from the Los Angeles Herald Examiner

• 1883-05-16 SFV Wheat - Al Workman, Hubbard & Wright - Editorial from the Los 

Angeles Herald Examiner

• 1883-05-17 SFV Wheat - The Crop Outlook - Editorial from the Los Angeles Herald 

Examiner

• 1883-05-17 SFV Wheat - NC Johnson Ranch - Editorial from the Los Angeles Herald 

Examiner
Randolph Headers

Mowing Machines, Horse 

Rakes, Wagons

1883-05-15 LA Herald pg4
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Appendix - Alfred Workman

1926 California and Californians - Alfred Workman Biography
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Appendix - Alfred Workman

1975 Land of the West Valley - Laura B. Gaye
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William P. Granger Papers at UCLA

Summary Description of the Documents at UCLA:

[Identification of item], William P. Granger Papers (Collection 766). Department of Special Collections, Charles E. Young Research Library, 

University of California, Los Angeles.

UCLA Catalog Record ID: 4233094 

Biography

Granger was born on September 20, 1834; grew up in Hoosac Tunnel, Massachusetts; became a civil engineer, and went south as a 

member of the Engineering Corps of the Nashville and Northwestern Railroad in Tennessee; was chief engineer of that road when the Civil 

War began; returned north to build a railroad on Cape Cod, and surveyed the route for the line at Hoosac Tunnel; also became chief 

engineer with the Boston, Concord, and Montreal Railroad at the White Mountains; practiced at Worcestor, Massachusetts; built part of the 

Boston and Maine Railroad, and was chief engineer of the Massachusetts Central Railway; in 1884 he went to Oregon and built the second 

largest saw mill on the Pacific Coast; became an engineer with the Southern Pacific Railway, then resigned to lay out the San Fernando 

Valley tract; established his home in San Fernando, California; he died at Hoosac Tunnel, Massachusetts on September 30, 1903.

Scope and Content

Collection consists of correspondence, manuscripts, diaries, photographs, and clippings of civil engineer William P. Granger, concerning 

the Maclay Rancho in San Fernando, California, the San Fernando Land and Water Company, the construction of the Hoosac Tunnel 

(Massachusetts), and the Nashville and Northwestern Railroad. Includes letters to Granger from Robert M. Widney and a diary of Isabella 

Rice Granger Maclay (San Fernando, 1895).
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William P. Granger Papers at UCLA

A photograph of the inside of a 

17x11 folded handout, circa 

1874

      LAND FOR SALE

1,000 acres of the town of San 

Fernando

36,000 acres in Maclay's San 

Fernando Ranch
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William P. Granger Papers at UCLA

A photograph of the outside of a 17x11 

folded handout, circa 1874

 One page shows the Map of the Town 

of San Fernando, and the Maclay San 

Fernando Ranch (upper right)

The second page is blank except for the 

header:

California Immigrant Union, office 536 

California St.

San Francisco ___________187

WM. H. Martin,

General Agent

San Francisco, Cal

Lock Box 1550
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William P. Granger Papers at UCLA
Side one a map of the Maclay Rancho,  

Side two a description of The Maclay Colony, 20,000 acres



10/15/2024 Chatsworth Historical Society - Wheat Farming & The Williams Family in Chatsworth 59

William P. Granger Papers at UCLA

A 1924 copy of a newspaper article 

about the Hoosac Tunnel, 

presented to 

Mrs. Bell Granger Maclay 

San Fernando, Cal. 

 (Bell's father was W.P. Granger, and 

she married the nephew of Charles 

Maclay in 1900)
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Key Player relationships - The Maclay family

• 1874 - Charles Maclay, George & Ben 

Porter purchase the northern half of 

the valley.  They founded the townsite 

of San Fernando in the same year.

• 1885 - Henry Hubbard of "Hubbard & 

Wright" wheat harvesting marries one 

of Maclay's daughters.

• 1960 - Henry's daughter Catherine 

Porter Hubbard Dace provides an 

audio interview of her memories. 

• 1900 - John Maclay marries Isabella 

Granger, daughter of W.P. Granger, 

the Civil Engineer/surveyor who laid 

out the city of San Fernando for 

Senator Charles Maclay in 1887.

• 1911 - John Maclay, nephew of 

Charles Maclay, becomes first mayor 

of San Fernando when it is 

incorporated.
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Key Player relationships - The Porter family
• George and Ben Porter are 

cousins; George is a State Senator 

along with Charles Maclay, and 

Ben is in banking and real estate.

• 1867 - Ben Porter travels to New 

Hampshire to marry Kate Hubbard, 

but she would not come back to 

California unless her beloved sickly 

brother Henry came too.    They 

lived near Santa Cruz on a ranch.

• Ben Porter had a man working for 

him on his ranch named FM Wright; 

Hubbard and Wright became best 

friends, and they headed "Hubbard 

& Wright" wheat harvesting.

• 1874 - Charles Maclay and cousins 

George & Ben Porter purchase the 

northern half of the San Fernando 

valley. 

The stories above are from 

Catherine Porter Hubbard Dace's 

1960 memoirs.
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Hubbard & Wright

1924 The Valley of San Fernando pg 65
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Hubbard & Wright

1934, The History of the San Fernando Valley, 

Frank Keffer, pg 57
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Hubbard & Wright - 1910 Census Notes

Francis M Wright (1841-1937), Henry C Hubbard (1844-1929)

Source: 1962 -  Early San Fernando Memoirs of 

Mrs. Catherine Porter Hubbard Dace - Dixon

1910 Census, Chatsworth Park Township --

Notes related to grain farming:

Sheet6a&b - Tetzlaff, JR Williams, Fred Graves, Lovell 

Hill, Miranda -- Devonshire area

Sheet7a - Paulson, Schweickhard, Glasscock, Dayton -- 

Valley Circle

Sheet7b - Francis Wright (68) living in Chatsworth Park 

Township with wife Emily (54) and Nephew John (33).  

On "San Fernando Chatsworth Road".  near hired 

men/boarders grain farmers/hay ranches (reservoir 

area?)

Sheet8a - West Ranch; Patton Ranch; SP Section 

House/main line; Chatsworth Road Norman/Bertha/Fay 

Johnson 

Sheet8b - Back of Chatsworth Tunnel Johnson & 

Iverson; Ben Porter Ave (Chatsworth St) grain camp; 

Mountain Road Hay-outfit hired men/boarders.
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Appendix - 1880-07-10 SFV Acres Planted, Renting Wheat Lands 

1880-07-10 SFV Acres Planted, Renting Wheat Lands Los Angeles Evening Express
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Appendix - 1883-05-15 Workman Tour, How they Farm 

1883-05-15 - SFV Wheat - LA Herald Examiner
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Appendix - 1883-05-16 Workman, Hubbard & Wright Tours

1883-05-16 - SFV Wheat - Al Workman, Hubbard & Wright - LA Herald Examiner
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Appendix - 1883-05-17 The Crop Outlook

1883-05-17 - SFV Wheat - The Crop Outlook - LA Herald Examiner
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Appendix - 1883-05-17 NC Johnson Ranch

1883-05-17 - SFV Wheat - NC Johnson Ranch - LA Herald Examiner
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Appendix - Williams Family

1883-05-17 - SFV Wheat - NC Johnson Ranch - LA Herald Examiner

At right:  The James A Williams Homestead Patent, from the Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) 

Granted August 15, 1876

81.04 acres in Yates Center, Kansas

Notes: In the 1880 Kansas Census, Liberty Township, Woodson County, 

James A Williams (54) was dwelling # 119, living with him were his wife 

Elizabeth (50), Martha (21), Jordan (13), Jacob (11), Arthur (7)

Living in dwelling #118 was George Williams (28), wife Charlotte (22), 

son John (1), and George's brother Abraham (24)

Living in in dwelling #97 was James R Williams (26), his wife Carrie (25), 

Elisha (3), Alfred (1), and James's brother Thomas (14).
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Any 

Comments, 

Questions, Memories?
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