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Left: 1927 Brochure Twin Lakes Park

Above: Entrance to Twin Lakes Park on Mayan Drive 
(source: 1937 LAPL photo)

https://tessa.lapl.org/cdm/search/searchterm/%20Twin%20Lakes/order/nosort
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Left: 1927 Brochure Deer Lake Highlands

Above: 1927 Directions to Deer Lake Highlands
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• Girard 1923, 

Turkish Theme, 

now Woodland 

Hills

• Santa Susana 

Hills 1924, Cabin 

Sites near 

Corriganville

• Twin Lakes Park 

1927, Mayan/Aztec 

Theme

• Cabin Sites 1927, 

now Lake Manor 

and Box Canyon

Local Real Estate Developments in the Roaring 20’s
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Topics to be covered

• An Overview - Twin Lakes Park and Deer Lake Highlands (today Deerlake Ranch)

• History of Three Homesteaders 

• Ownership

• Robert Stacy-Judd – Twin Lakes Park Architect

• Sales Brochures

• Postcards and Photographs

• Ads and sales techniques in the 20’s

• The History of Twin Lakes and Deer Lake Highlands

• 2015 Deer Lake Highlands History Hike

• Deerlake Ranch construction

• Addendum – parcel tract maps, etc….
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• In 1926, Deer Lake Highlands was advertised directly north of Twin Lakes, with 2,624 lots 

available.  Each lot was approx. 30 by 80 feet.

• In 1927 Twin Lakes Park was opened as a rural resort, and promoted as a retreat for the 

weekend, season, or holiday.  It was subdivided into 816 cabin lots approximately 30 by 75 feet 

each.

Left: 1926-01-30 

Los Angeles 

Evening Express, 

offers a $200 

credit on purchase 

of a lot.

Right: 1927-04-25 

Los Angeles 

Times, lots from 

$100 up.

Background
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• Although many lots were sold in the first few years in both Twin Lakes and Deer Lake 

Highlands, development of the lots was slowed by the 1929 Great Depression.

• In 1931 a rural postal route was sought, as the Twin Lakes Park district was changing 

from a summer resort to a home section, and fifteen families made application for mail 

service. 

• By 1970, approximately 60 homes had been built in Twin Lakes.  A devastating fire swept 

through the community that year and destroyed 30 of the homes.

• By 1989, 98 lots had been developed with single family units.  Many of the lots were 

made up of a combination of small lots. (source: 1989 LA County regional planning 

report) 

• Deer Lake Highlands had only a handful of homes developed on the property.

Background
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Twin Lakes Park was named after 

two man-made lakes: 

• A 1906 dam/bridge at Devil 

Canyon created the upper lake. 

The dam still exists, but the dam 

gate was opened in 1948 and has 

remained open since.

• An 1896 dam at Brown’s Canyon 

was built by the founders of 

Chatsworth, to supply water to 

their new 5 and 10 acre lots.  It 

silted up by 1940.  That dam still 

exists, and can be seen at the 

north end of DeSoto, looking 

north.
Google Earth 2015 image

Background
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• Three Homestead Parcels 

totaling 369 acres made up 

Twin Lakes and Deer Lake 

Highlands

• The lower two homesteads 

were Twin Lakes, the upper 

development was Deer 

Lake Highlands  

Background

1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image
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• A theory is that George 

Haight (an influential 

attorney from San 

Francisco) and his friend 

Newel Asay purchased  

quitclaim deed(s) from 

whomever built the 1906 

Devil Canyon Dam (and 

bridge)

• They planned a vacation 

development based on the 

lakes and canyon 

atmosphere.

Background

1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image
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• Victor Gerard (of the 1923 

town of Gerard, now 

Woodlands Hills) was an 

owner of Twin Lakes with 

M. Walters and Haight. 
(Surveyor map Unit A Nov 1927)

• Tavner Myers (or 

subsequent purchasers) 

recognized the 

development potential, and 

created Deerlake

Highlands, a similar 

concept, just north of Twin 

Lakes on a plateau.

Background

1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image
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• The overlay of the 1927 

Twin Lakes Park map at 

right on the homesteader 

parcels.

• There are 370 lots below 

Devil Canyon dam, and 

446 lots above the dam.

• Access to Twin Lakes 

Park was from Santa 

Susana Pass Rd.

• We will discuss the Twin 

Lakes Park map in detail 

later.

Background

Google Earth 2015 image
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• The overlay of the Deer 

Lake Highland parcel 

maps at right on the 

homesteader parcels.

• Note that all 2,624 lots 

are above the Devil 

Canyon bridge.

Background

Google Earth 2015 image
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• The overlay of both maps

Deer Lake Highlands = 2,624 lots

Twin Lakes Park        =    816 lots

Total                  3,440 lots        

• NOTE: All parcel maps are 

attached in the Appendix of this 

presentation

Background

Google Earth 2015 image
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• Construction-in-progress 

at Deerlake Ranch

• Note two new bridges, 

Poema Bridge and 

Canoga Bridge

• The 1906 Devil Canyon 

Dam/Bridge has been 

converted to a 

hiking/horse trail (circled in 

yellow)

Today

Google Earth Jan 2020 image
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• Deerlake Ranch Tract No. 

53138

• It is on 233 acres, and will 

include 314 single-family 

residential lots, one 

recreation building, one 

sheriff facility, and 31 open 

space/slope lots

Today

Source: LVMWD 2017 Water System Design Report Deerlake Ranch
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• Deerlake Ranch 

Tract No. 53138

• Project Boundaries

Source: 2017-05-02 EIR 4th 

Addendum 

Today
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Deerlake Ranch promotional view
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History of 

Three 

Homesteaders 
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• Tavner Myers married Martha Stout in Los 

Angeles in 1908

• In 1914 they both registered to vote, as 

farmer and housewife.  Their address was “4 

miles N Chatsworth”.  They had 3 young 

children living with them.

• His 1918 WWI Draft Registration was 

signed by Carl Iverson.

• In 1920 they own a farm on Lurline in 

Chatsworth.

• In 1930 he is 50 years old living on Santa 

Susana, with wife,  Martha, and children 

Hazel, Lora and Tavner.  His occupation is 

real estate salesman. 

Homesteader History

Tavner Myers
1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image
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• In 1911 at the age of 45 Newel Asay marries 

his 2nd wife Maria in San Francisco. The 

marriage is witnessed by George Haight’s 

wife Icadora.

• In 1920 his voter registration has him listed 

at the homestead with his wife Martha  

“rancher, SE1/4 SW1/4, Sec 6, T2N, R16W, 

SBM”  The 1920 census has him listed as a 

homestead farmer.

• His son LeRoy Newell Asay can be found in 

the 1920 Owensmouth High School 

Yearbook as a student.

Homesteader History

Newel Asay
1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image
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• George Haight was born in Oakland and was a 

successful practicing attorney in San Francisco 

and Los Angeles.

• He was a member of the prominent Haight 

family that includes several prominent figures 

associated with California’s Gold Rush and the 

development of San Francisco and Northern 

California. The Haight-Ashbury district in San 

Francisco bears their name.

• In 1908 at the age of 39 he built a 4,200 sq ft 

home on Adams and Normandie in Los 

Angeles, that is today LA Historic-Cultural 

Monument #1044.

• In the 1910 and 1920 Census he is residing at 

his home at West Adams.

Homesteader History

George Haight
1917 - Tavner Myers

138 acres 

1923 – Newel Asay

80 acres 

1918 – George Haight

151 acres 

Google Earth 2015 image

https://planning.lacity.org/StaffRpt/CHC/8-1-13/CHC-2013-1540.pdf
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• In 1916 he is registered to vote with his 

wife Icadora as an atty-at-law, 

Chatsworth, Section 6, Township 2N, 

Range 16W

• In the 1918 LA Directory he is listed as 

the manager of the Moler Barber School 

in Chatsworth….. 

• 1904 LA Directory he is president & mgr

of Western College of Barbers.

• 1910 census, living at Adams and 

Normandie, his occupation is listed as 

“Head Manager Barber Supply House”

• 1911 LA Directory proprietor Moler

Barber College

Homesteader History

George Haight

1904-05-13 Western College of Barbers LATimes

1910-08-22 Moler Barber School Ad LATimes
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• More history on the Haight family, from a 

flyer from Raymond Haight’s run for 

governor in 1934.

• George Haight’s grandfather, also named 

George, arrived by covered wagon in 1849 

from New York.  He built a log cabin in Little 

Shasta Valley, and had five children.  Two of 

them were carried off by mountain lions.

• Haight mountain, near Shasta, is named 

after the original pioneer.  Haight St, in San 

Francisco, is named after Henry Haight, a 

first cousin who was governor of California in 

1867-1871
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Twin Lakes Park

and

Deer Lake Highlands 

Ownership
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• A 1928 article announces that G.W. Haight and Fred Ballin 

purchased the 1000-acre Twin Lakes Park a number of years ago, 

and have invested $750,000 in a development program.

• Fred Ballin in 1921 was the president of the Monolith Portland 

Cement Company in Kern County 

• Fishing, boating and swimming in the lakes, recreational facilities in 

a canyon playground, and a community clubhouse are features of 

the new park.

• Others mentioned in charge of the project’s development:

• Raymond Haight, George’s son, who would later run for 

Governor of California in 1934

• Melancthon Walters from Glendale, a real estate subdivider 
(per a 1924 voter registration)

• Charles Casey sales manager, previously in charge of Lake 

Arrowhead properties (1928-04-07 Los Angeles Evening Express)

Twin Lakes Ownership

1928-03-18 LA Times
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• As mentioned previously, 

Victor Gerard (of the 1923 

town of Gerard, now 

Woodlands Hills) was an 

owner of Twin Lakes with M. 

Walters and George Haight.

• The 1923 City of Gerard 

adopted a Turkish Theme, 

with mosque towers at 

Ventura and Topanga 

Canyon.

• Gerard and Haight may 

have collaborated to choose 

a Mayan theme to promote 

Twin Lakes Park.

Twin Lakes

Ownership
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• Deer Lake Highlands was owned by the 

Chatsworth Land and Building Corporation. 

• Willard Marble was their office manager at 1054 

South Grand Ave.

• Articles of Incorporation were filed in 1928.  The 

directors were Willard Marble, his wife Marie 

Sweet, and Paul Friedman

• In 1929, three of their sales agents were arrested 

by the Better Business Bureau for selling property 

without a license and under misrepresentation. 

• The company was in receivership (bankruptcy) in 

1931.

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership
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• In 1925 Willard Marble was offering prizes of free lots at 

“Cuesta by the Sea” (Morro Bay) for the completion of a 

cross-word puzzle.   

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership
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• In 1928, Deer Lake Highlands 

salesmen operated a booth at the 

Fresno County Fair.

• They offered a first prize of $715, to be 

applied on a purchase of a lot.

• Following the fair, the salesmen called 

on at least 25 people informing them 

they had won the first prize.  They then 

called on the housewife, when 

possible, attempting to get a signed 

contract using high pressure methods.

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership
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• In 1933, “Willard Investment Co” 

drilled a well at Deer Lake Highlands.

• The well was called “Sweet #1”, his 

wife’s maiden name.

• No oil was found.

• The hole was plugged in 1937.

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership
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• The entire 44 

page Well 

Record file on 

the history of 

the Willard Oil 

Well can be 

found at the 

California Well 

Finder

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership

Note: right-click the 

link above to open in 

new tab

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder/#openModal/-118.59078/34.28260/15
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• In 1930, Willard Marble 

was associated with the 

Consolidated Building and 

Loan Association.

• A 1933 trial accused him 

of Grand Theft for stealing 

$25,500 from the firm.

• In 1936 he was in San 

Quentin serving a term of  

1 to 10 years for Grand 

Theft.

• He was paroled in 1938 

and discharged in 1940.

Deer Lake Highlands Ownership

1936 Willard Marble 

San Quentin Prisoner # 58960
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Robert Stacy-Judd

Twin Lakes Park Architect

1930 portraits, Source: Art, Design & Architecture Museum at the University of California, Santa Barbara

http://www.adc-exhibits.museum.ucsb.edu/collections/show/28
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Robert Stacy-Judd

Twin Lakes Park Architect

The Aztec Hotel and Mayan Bar and Grill

311 W Foothill Blvd, Monrovia, CA 91016

• Robert Stacy-Judd was an English 

architect involved in the Mayan 

Revival, an architectural movement 

that flourished during the 1920s and 

1930s. 

• This style drew inspiration from the art 

and architecture of pre-Columbian 

Mesoamerican civilizations. 

• One of Stacy-Judd’s best-known 

works is the Aztec Hotel, which was 

built in 1924, on the U.S. Route 66 in 

Monrovia, in the San Gabriel Valley, 

California.
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Left: Stacy-Judd artist rendering of the

Mayan Drive Entrance Arch

Right: 1937 photograph of actual entrance

The Entrance Arch 

was destroyed by a 

brush fire in Sept 1954
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A photograph from the 

Stacy-Judd collection at 

UCSB

“The Tract Office”, also 

known as the 

Administration Office or 

Mayan Observation 

Building 
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Closeup of the Tract Office



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 38

Photo from the Sales Brochure, The Mayan Observation Building 

on the south shore of Raymond Lake

George Haight named the Devil canyon lake after his son Raymond, 

who in 1934 would run for governor in California. 
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Mayan Observation Building front door 1960’s Mayan Observation Building window 1960’s



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 40

Mayan Observation Building 

East Side 1960’s

1960’s photos by Neil Jack
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Twin Lakes and 

Deer Lake Highlands 

Sales Brochures
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The Twin Lakes Sales Brochure Pgs 4 & 1

1927 

Brochure

Source: 

CSUN 

Digital 

Collections

https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/search/searchterm/twin%20lakes
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The Twin Lakes Sales Brochure Pgs 2 & 3



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 44

Twin Lakes Park Map

Mayan Entrance Arch

Administration Office

Sulphur Spring

Athletic Field

Boat Landing

Swimming House

Tennis Courts

Tea Room

Archery Course

Viewpoint ReservoirDevil Canyon

Aliso Canyon,

really Brown's

Canyon
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Twin Lakes Sales Brochure
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Twin Lakes Sales Brochure



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 47

Twin Lakes Sales Brochure
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Twin Lakes Sales Brochure
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Twin Lakes Business Card



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 50

The Deer Lake Highlands Sales Brochure Pgs 4 & 1

1927 

Brochure

Source: 

Alfred 

Beridon

May 2021 

CHS 

Newsletter

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202021-05.pdf
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The Deer Lake Highlands Sales Brochure Pgs 2 & 3
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Map Rotated - The Deer Lake Highlands Sales Brochure Pgs 2 & 3
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Postcards 

and 

Photographs
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Boating in upper 

Twin Lake, Mayan 

Observation Building 

at upper right.

Dam with guardrail 

at left.

Notice some of the 

following photos are 

postcards in a 

numbered series
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Joseph Harry Lamson, Jr. lived in 

Tujunga with his wife Alice, and was 

a professional photographer. 

He started taking photographs in 

1913 and continued to take 

photographs of people, buildings, 

and landscapes until the 1940’s. 
(source: CSUN Oviatt)

Many of the following postcards are 

numbered and have Lamson’s

signature (Lamson Photo) at the 

bottom left.

https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/collection/SFVH/search/searchterm/lamson/page/1
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Twin Lakes Devil 

Canyon Bridge

1976

Observation Bldg 

is gone

View west
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A baptism at the upper 

Twin Lake, Easter 

Sunday, 1934.

Jim Summers’ parents, 

Alex and Jessie 

Summers, were 

baptized by Reverend 

Harold Preston of the 

Chatsworth Community 

Church, known today as 

the Pioneer Church.

They walked into the 

lake near the north end, 

view is northwest, away 

from the Bridge/Dam
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Johnson family 

members at Brown's 

Canyon Dam Twin Lakes Hikers
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Advertisements 

and 

sales techniques

in the 1920’s
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Deer Lake Highlands

Sales Efforts local and out of area

1926-01-30 LA Evening Express

Earn $200 credit on the purchase of a lot, half 

acre, or acre

25 Miles from Hollywood, 1 mile from Chatsworth 

1926-04-26 Deer Lake 

Highlands Lot coupon in the 

Salinas newspaper

Every holder of a coupon 

attending the theater has the 

opportunity of securing a $275 

lot for $89.50 at DEER LAKE 

HIGHLANDS (Near Hollywood)
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Deer Lake Highlands

Sales Efforts out of area

1928-09-19 newspaper ad:

Deer Lake Highlands 10 free club 

memberships worth $500 at Tulare 

County Fair.  Plus a $500 lot for only 

$285.
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Twin Lakes Park

Sales Efforts all local

1927-04-25 Twin Lakes Park opening LATimes

$100 and up, amenities available to every 

purchaser of a lodge site

1927-07-12 LATimes

25 miles from Hollywood, Two Beautiful 

Lakes.  Lots $150 and up, water to each lot 

and priviledges of park to purchasers only.
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Twin Lakes Park

Sales Efforts all local

1928-05-19 LA Evening Express

Archery Exhibition Sunday by 

Chief Little Bison

1928-06-29 Pasadena Evening 

Post

Full page ad on Twin Lakes, 4th

of July Dance with Orchestra, 8 

miles of roads have been built, 

water and electricity to every lot.
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Twin Lakes Park

Sales Efforts all local

1928-08-24 Van Nuys News

25 mountain homes have 

been built already.  100 acres 

of common grounds, and 500 

acres of subdivided land.

1928-08-

04 LA 

Evening 

Express

Chief 

instructs 

Boys in 

Ancient Art 

of Archery



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 73

• The marketing and sales 

efforts for both developments 

differed.  

• Twin Lakes was touting 

existing and future 

improvements, while Deer 

Lake Highlands was promoting 

sales at non-local county fairs.

• The October 1929 stock 

market crash ended the 

Roaring 20’s.

• There were no promotional 

advertisements of Deer Lake 

Highlands or Twin Lakes after 

1929.
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The History of 

Twin Lakes

and 

Deer Lake Highlands



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 75

1928 UCSB aerial Twin Lakes
Devil Canyon dam/bridge 

circled in yellow  
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1928 UCSB aerial Deer Lake Highlands

Lake circled in blue  
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1940/41 Topographical Map
1940/41 Chatsworth/Zelzah Topo map.  

Each black square identifies a 

home/building.  The brown lines 

signify a change in elevation of 50 ft.

Notice Mayan Drive at left. 

There are 23 homes/buildings in Deer 

Lake Highlands, and a lake circled in 

blue.

There are  46 homes/buildings in Twin 

Lakes   -- 10 north of the 

dam/bridge, 36 below the 

dam/bridge.  Raymond Lake is 

circled in blue, Brown’s Canyon Lake 

is silted up, circled in blue.

County Fire Station 75 is circled in red
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In Oct 1927, the Van Nuys News reported that 

a Boy Scout cabin will be completed soon 

at Deer Lake Highlands.  

It will have a large fireplace, a 20x30 living 

room, and a 10x10 kitchen.

1927 Deer Lake Highlands Boy Scout Cabin
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2014 Photos of remains of the 1927 Reseda Boy Scout Troop 10 cabin at Deer Lake Highlands 

“Troop 10” written in foundation

1927 Deer Lake Highlands Boy Scout Cabin
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In Aug 1928, one newspaper reports 25 mountain homes have been built in Twin Lakes.

In 1931 a rural postal route was sought, as the Twin Lakes Park district was changing 

from a summer resort to a home section, and fifteen families made application for mail 

service.

During the depression of the 1930’s, owners were unable to meet taxes on the lots, and 

the Twin Lakes company paid the delinquent taxes and took title.

Approximately 59 homes were built by 1940.

Jim Summers states that after a heavy winter in the late 30’s, the lower lake at Brown's 

Canyon silted up to the level of the dam.

Around 1947, Raymond Lake went dry following a drought.  In 1948, the gate on the Devil 

Canyon dam was opened, and is still open today.

1920’s-40’s
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1940 Chatsworth Topo map.  Each black square 

identifies a home.  The brown lines signify a change 

in elevation of 50 ft.

Notice Mayan Drive to the right, connecting to Santa 

Susana Pass Rd

Todays Indian Hills Mobile Home park is marked 

with a green star.  It is relatively flat, and was where 

the Iverson Ranch Western Town movie sets were 

located.

County Fire Station 75 is circled in red

Mayan Drive History
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1937 photos of the front and back of the 

Twin Lakes Park Entrance Archway, 

located 80 feet north of Santa Susana 

Pass Road.

Mayan Drive was accessible from Santa 

Susana Pass Road before the continuation 

of Topanga to the 118 freeway in the 1970’s.
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1933 Stoney 

Point, looking 

south.

Twin Lakes Park 

Entrance Archway 

on Mayan Drive is 

identified with red 

arrow.
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1959 Aerial view of 

Stoney Point looking 

south, before Topanga 

went through to the 

118 fwy.

Mayan Drive is 

identified with the red 

arrow.
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Enlargement of the 

previous slide.

Mayan Drive entrance 

archway has been 

removed, but the 

foundations for the 

arch are identified by 

the red arrows.

The Mayan Drive Arch 

was destroyed in the 

September 24, 1954 

Chatsworth fire.
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From the top of 

Stoney Point 

looking north. 

Topanga extension 

to the 118 freeway 

under construction, 

1966.

Mayan Drive still in 

use.

Notice freeway 

buildup to the 

upper right.

Also note the water 

tank for the mobile 

home park at the 

upper left.
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• This 1937 photo 

was taken from 

Mayan Drive about 

¼ mile north of 

Santa Susana 

Pass Road.  

• The rock formation 

is visible today on 

the east side of 

Topanga,  just 

south of the 118 

freeway.
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Fire Station 75 History

• In 1934 the Twin Lakes Park 

Company granted conditional 

use of their land to the LA 

County Forestry Department for 

the purposes of fire prevention 

and suppression.

• Fire Station 75 operated the 

station located at 21880 Mayan 

Drive from 1935 to 1967.

• The construction of the 118 

Freeway required a move to a 

new location.

• Today Los Angeles County Fire 

Station 75 is occupying an eight 

room converted house at 23310 

Lake Manor Drive.

The photo above is circa 1934, at the southwest corner of 

Chatsworth and Topanga, facing west.  The sign reads “LA County 

Forestry Dept. Chatsworth Patrol Station Soledad Division”.  This 

photo was taken before they moved to the Mayan Drive location.
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Fire Station 75 History

• A 1940 Topo Map of 

Chatsworth.  Each small 

square or dot represents a 

house.

• Fire Station 75, located at 

21880 Mayan Drive is 

identified as the solid square 

within the red circle.

• The “flat” area to the southwest 

of the station is where the 

Iverson Ranch Western town 

movie sets were located.  

Today it is the Indian Hills 

Mobile Home park.
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Fire Station 75 History

These 1937 photos from the 

LA County Fire Department 

Photo Archives show the 

Mayan Road location.  

The picture to the right is 

looking south; Stoney Point 

is behind the water tower.
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• 1951 – A new well is drilled at a depth of 200 ft., for a cost of $3,000.

• 1951 - A water rationing program limits use for domestic purposes only.

• 1955 – pumps and pipe are replaced/repaired in wells #2 and #3.  The Twin Lakes 

Park Company (TLPC) tells residents it may consider operating under the jurisdiction 

of the Public Utilities Commission. 

• 1956 – The Twin Lakes Property Owners Inc. file a Superior Court suit against TLPC 

asking that a license fee agreement started in 1927 be rescinded and that liens on 

property be removed.

Water problems at Twin Lakes
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• 1957 – Residents appear 

before the Public Utility 

Commission and ask that 

the TLPC be placed under 

PUC control.  Sixty four 

residents charged their 

water service was 

frequently interrupted and 

that they were buying air 

instead of water.

• The picture at right is of 

Catherine Leverton and 

Mary Sterling holding a jar 

of “Muddy Fluid” for their 

drinking water.

Water problems at Twin Lakes
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• 1959 – Residents file a formal protest with the State Public Utility Commission as water 

conditions do not improve.

• In 1963, a bond issue was passed by the Las Virgines Water District, establishing a 

water tank in Indian Springs that now supplies Twin Lakes with their water.

Water problems at Twin Lakes

• As of 1962, the Twin Lake Park Co. owned about 450 lots, plus other raw acreage, 

totaling 200 acres.  The president of the Twin Lakes Park Co. was W. L. Lawrence, 

son-in-law of George W. Haight.

• 1970 – The Newhall-Malibu fire of September 1970 destroys about half of the 60 

homes in Twin Lakes.

• 1975 – A November fire hits Twin Lakes.

History continued
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Since that time, 

the county has 

installed a series 

of debris dams in 

Devil Canyon to 

slow and control 

the water flow, 

and catch debris

About 1970 Devil Canyon Dam overflow
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The dams are debris dams built in 

1971. There is one near the southern 

end of Devil Canyon by the Indian 

Springs townhomes (Above)

and 1.5 miles north by the fork with 

Blind Canyon and Ybarra Canyons 

(At the right)

(source: Tom Nachtrab, Dean Fields)

https://www.google.com/maps/@34.2796729,-118.6037127,156a,35y,41.57t/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.google.com/maps/@34.2929581,-118.6152614,93a,35y,41.57t/data=!3m1!1e3
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Robles photos

Dam cleanup
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• 1975 – The City of Los Angeles 

proposes a 440 acre dump site in 

Brown's Canyon.  1,000 dump 

trucks a day for 45 years.

• Local Residents create the Dump 

the Dump Committee, which 

collects 3,000+ petition signatures

• 1977 – The City Council votes 11-0 

to abandon plans for the dump.

History continued
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• The only access to lots and homes 

north of Devil Canyon was the 10 

ft wide, 50 ft high, 91 ft long bridge 

roadway, on top of a private dam 

bridge built in 1906. (source: 1978-

06-08 LATimes)

• In 1978 the county determined 

that heavy firefighting equipment 

would not be able to enter the 

area.

• At that time, there were only eight 

homes north of the bridge, in the 

Twin Lakes development (none in 

Deer Lake Highlands)

1978 Firefighting problems at Devil Canyon Dam

Image of the bridge and County Fire Dept 75 at the 

bridge (source: Twin Lakes photo archives) 
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• 1978 – Fire Department declares Devil Canyon Bridge unsafe for fire trucks.  

Emergency situations will be limited to small fires and rescue operations on the 10 foot 

wide, 91 foot long, 51 foot high roadway.

• 1979 – 20 photos were made identifying shoddy construction by the homeowners.

• 1989 – The LA County Board of Supervisors prepares a community plan for Twin 

Lakes.  In it background report, it identifies 304 lots, (204 south of Devil Canyon, 100 

north), of which 98 are developed with single family units.  The number of lots has been 

reduced from those created in 1927 due to the combination of small lots.  

• As a result of the 1989 community plan, Twin Lakes was identified as the first LA 

County Community Standards District, establishing operating rules unique for the 

community of Twin Lakes.

• 1994 – It was proposed to make Twin Lakes a gated community.

• 2008 – The October 2008 fire burns another home.

History continued
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2015 

Deer Lake Highlands 

History Hike



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 101

• On July 25, 2015, Dean 

Fields took a group of his 

regulars and a few 

Chatsworth folks on a 

Historic Hike to Brown's 

Canyon Dam and Deer 

Lake Highlands. 

• The History Hike was 

well documented by 

Dean on facebook (follow 

link above), and includes 

over 100 photos of the 

hike at Hiking with Dean 

Note: right-click the 

links above to open 

in new tab

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WestSFV/posts/1072238042801450
https://www.meetup.com/localhikers/photos/26262336/
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• This was our first chance to 

put our feet on the ground 

and explore Deer Lake 

Highlands, soon to turn into 

a 314 unit housing 

development

• We were joined by President 

of the Twin Lakes POA 

Vanessa Waters and her 

husband Mark, as well as 

other historians.

• The hike was 4 ½ miles 

long, and had a gain from 

1,100 ft to 1,500 ft.
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Deerlake Ranch

Construction
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Next… A two-

minute video

Available on 

YouTube as

“Jan 2016 Deerlake

Ranch Goats clear 

the land before 

grading”

https://youtu.be/ePlcj

3-v7rA

Note: right-click the 

link above to open in 

new tab

https://youtu.be/ePlcj3-v7rA
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Available on 

YouTube as

“Jan 2016 Deerlake

Ranch Goats clear 

the land before 

grading”

https://youtu.be/ePl

cj3-v7rA

https://youtu.be/ePlcj3-v7rA
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Next… A one-

minute video

Available on 

YouTube as

“2017 Deerlake
Ranch Poema Dirt 
Conveyor Movie”

https://youtu.be/ACpk

2cHO_oQ

https://youtu.be/ACpk2cHO_oQ


10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 107



10/19/2021 Twin Lakes & Deer Lake Highlands History 108

• In the 30’s one of the homes was a brothel, and the girls would sit around on the porch in 

harem pants.

• One of the homes was previously a sheriff’s station, and the home next door was the jail.  

When a later owner was remodeling, he found bars in one of the walls.

• The Captain and Tennille lived in Twin Lakes on Cree Trail.

“Dec 2012 - Dear Ann:

We rented the historic, tiny home on Cree Trail for a few years  ($200.00 per month).  Toni wrote a hit 

record called THE WAY I WANT TO TOUCH YOU, and I did the arrangement for LOVE WILL KEEP 

US TOGETHER in that home as well.  We got our A&M Records recording contract at that time (1974), 

and when we received our first royalties check - we moved and bought a home in Pacific Palisades.

Daryl Dragon”

Stories and Legends
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Appendix – Deer Lake Highlands Parcel Maps Units 1 & 2

Unit 1 Sept 1926

Owner Security Title Co.
Unit 2 Oct 1926
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Appendix – Deer Lake Highlands Parcel Maps Units 3 & 4

Unit 3 Apr 1927

Security Title Co. Owner

Unit 4 Jun 1927

Security Title Co. Owner
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Appendix – Deer Lake Highlands Parcel Maps Unit 5 & combined units

Unit 5 Jul 1927 

Security Title Co. Owner

All 5 units Sep 26 to Jul 1927   

2,624 lots
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Appendix – Twin Lakes Parcel Maps Unit A 

& Unit B

Unit A Nov 1927

Girard & Walters

Unit B Apr 1928

Girard & Walters
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Appendix – Twin Lakes Parcel Maps Unit B final & Unit C

Unit C Jun 1928

Unit H Jun 1929

Icadora Haight
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Appendix – Twin Lakes Park Map


