Lila Schepler

GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, April 21

Glendale Federal Savings
21800 Devonshire St. 7:30
for refreshments and 8 p.m.
for the meeting!

Jan Hinkston of the Santa
Susanna Moutain Park Assn

will present a slide show

"The Past is Present," and

tell of the association's
efforts to secure the beautiful
Santa Susana Mountains as a
state park.

The annual election of officers
will be held based on the slate
found elsewhere in the Signal.

PLEASE ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT
MEETING!
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM

What a terrific two months up-
heavel at the Homestead Acre!
OQur full report will be in the
next Smoke Signal when all
work will have been completed.

You will be so pleased when
you attend the Open House on
Sunday, May 3rd. Accolades to
all who helped , but a special
thank you to Lillian Scepler
and Virginia Watson who worked
with me each week on Monday,
Thursday and Friday Ffor six
hours each day.

Watch for
maonth.

the full report next

IF you haven’'t had a chance to
see the marvelous exhibit at
the Southwest Musesum, I urge

you to do so. It is a great

President gmnhg ;‘%‘Egnal Sheila Watts, Editoq

exhibition of Narth West
Indian Art which you would all
enjoy. It ends in two weeks so
hurry!

Lila.
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WATTS WHAT!
We're sorry to learn that
Lorna Ahlstrom is ill - we’'re
thinking of you Lorna and we
have you in our prayers.

Jane Matthews has returned
from an interesting Journey
through Africa where she did
research an African art.

Fern Jack 1is wvisiting Ilinois
to attend her high school
class’ 50th reunion.

Please send the editor the
tear—-off that appears elsewhere
in the Signal with your
birthday and month (not year)
and your anniversary day and
maonth if appropriate. Thanks.
State or country of birth if
you wish.
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Betty Summers and Marian
Hyland of the 1887 Nominating
Committee have submitted the

slate as follouws:

President, Virginia Watson
1st V.P. Jane Matthews
end V.P. Lillian Schepler
3rd V.P. Marian Hyland
YER VL Ps Mildred Goff
Rec.Sec. Zena Thorpe

Treasurer & Permanent
Board Member, Charles Janess

(continued on nage
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(Nominations continued)

Curator & Permanent Bd.Member
Virginia Watson

Dir.of Photographic

Materials Wm. Schepler

Member at Large,Betty Summers

Chairman of Grounds Committee,
Candy Craig

Auditor Eileen Janess
Member at Large, Ramon Avila
Editor Sheila wWatts

Co-chairman, Grounds,
Member at Large, Dean Craig
Director of Docents,

Lila Schepler.

From the floor
will be accepted an election
night, April 21, 1887.
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Nominations

FRATERNITY HELPS.

Oean Craig, Member at Large,
has expressed sincere apprecia-
tion to all S5 members of the
Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity and
their advisaor, Thomas Lawrence,
for the excellent work perform-
ed recently.

At the Acre:

Sanding & Painting the museum

doors; cleanup of walls,
ceiling and windows of museum
and house; fFurniture and
silver polishing; sanding and
exterior tables and benches;
hauling and spreading 11 cubic
yards of mulch material to
rose and flower gardens;
assembly and welding of stesl
rose arbor; laying of cement
steps; repairing roof shingles;
extensive weeding and brush
remaval; replacing 1 inch
water supply pipe together
with new valves & pressure
regulator; installing PVC

sprinkler system to both raose
gardens; tree pruning and
removal plus the cleanup of
the 150 foot creek bed.

At the Pioneer Church, the
fraternity men accomplished:

The sanding and painting of

pews; the painting of floors
and doors; exterior cleanup
and the rebullding of double-

door casement and installation
of the new doors.

members who
voluntarily stayed beyond
the agreed-upon hours to help
with the door installation and
member Eric May who brought
his personal welding equipment
to assure the welding of the
rose arbor.

Then there were

The members of Lambda Chi
Alpha Ffraternity are an asset
to the San Fernando Valley
Community.
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ROSE FESTIVAL

The fourth annual rose fFestival

will be held SATURDAY, MAY S
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Homestead Acre.

Free admissian, lots af
parking, and on sale will be
old, rare and wunusual rose
bushes. There'll be homemade

lemonade, baked goods, cottage,
museum and garden tours plus a
mini-book sale,

Join us for an old fashioned

Saturday af ternoan at the
Homestead Acres (extreme west
end of Devonshire St. For
Further infarmation call

A11~44%81 or 3413447,

D




939th BIRTHDAY!!!

The birthday party held for
the community of Chatsworth at
the faculty center at CSUN was
a memorable event.

The dinner was great and about
45 celebrants were on hand to
enjoy the video tape presented
by Or. Del Stelck that portray-

ed the San Fernando Valley’'s
history from early Indian days
up to today - did you know
that D.W. Griffith’s "Birth of
a Nation" was Filmed in
Chatsworth?

The event occurred on March
17th with much green in
evidence fFrom balloaons to
dress and was a Fitting

kick-off toward the centennial

celebration next year.
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CALIFORNIA
CONSERVATION CORPS CELEBRATES
ITS 10th ANNIVERSARY HERE!

CHUCK JANESS was part of the
program, BOB WILKINSON was an
honoree and president LILA was
mentioned with great affection
at this 10th amniversary event
held in the recreation room at
Chatsworth Park South.

Ed Hiller, proud director of
the Corps, had help outlining
the many contributions that
the corps has made to the
quality of 1life throughout the
state. Towards the end of the
program, Ed handed a check to
Chuck Janess and twa other
younger and future taxpayers.
The check was for milions of
dollars representing the
savings made by wusing the

corps throughout the state.

(F8]

Assemblywaman Cathy Wright
read a congratulatory letter
from Governor Deukmajian and
then it was announced that the
new ampitheartre at the 0Oak
Mountain site of the Corps is
to be named the Bob Wilkinsan
Ampitheatre in honor of our
life member and former Council-
man. Bob was instrumental in
assuring that the city of L.A.
purchase the property fFor
Corps use. And it was Bob who
introduced Lila as the the

recreational director of the
valley Ffor the city parks,
and thanking her for her

persanal interest and assistan-—
ce for supporting his request
for the purchase.
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We have learned of the death
of Betty Barksdale with
sincere regret. A more
Fitting cbituary will appear
in the next Smoke Signal but
in the meantime Betty's Family

has requested that any contrib-

utions may be made to the
City of Hope, 1500 E.Duarte,
Duarte, CA.
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Happy Passover**x**xHAPPY EASTER
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Name

Day, month, state or country

of bifth
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i?:y'  ~iwi How Much Is Your Time %Worth ?

e, S A ey '

’ﬁ@,ﬁp/z, h : f“}oldke most people in Historiczl Societics we attend Antique
L {/ii S Shows with mixed horses of not seeing too m-ny things that
f(¥/14 ” { % we con't afford to pass up. Old books and post cards to us

| ')t/4 ] are a special weckness; it seems almosﬁ.llke you are look-

<y : } ing over the shoulder of someone who lived ACNY yeors 250

Sometime ago I bousht z tooklet published by the Los Angeles Chamber of Coz-
merce telling people about our zrca. It was published nbout the scme tinme
that people who are applyin_ for mediccre now, were born., All of Los Angeles
County only had a little over 400,090 people and an assecced vezluction"in-
cluding rzilroads" of 384,051,746, We would think of this as a promotional
brochure, but rezlly they were frrnk =vout who they didn't want as well :zs
who tney did, maybe more so. They didn't really wont any more doctors,lzu-
Jers or parsons. They didn't encourzge clerks,bookeepers or small store
keepers. Sut they did w-nt laborers =znd s~id the §oing nay rzte was 1742 to
25¢ per hour ! But renember there were no toxes of any kind, no union dues
either. There were other weges mentioned zs well czrpenters at 33.50 to
34.50 a day; pzinters 33.00; brick setters 33.00; machinists 35¢ to 45¢ per
hour. Street car conductors hzd only a little beiter than doudled th-ir 23¢
per nour when thirty two yezrs later they were receiving 53¢ per hour. I know,
I was there. It was my first stezdy job after high school and after a period
of hard work, hit znd miss =t bect, as a farm laborer =zt 25¢ to 30¢ per hour.
I loved it, the street car job, that is !

Hot long ago I was talking to one of our members, 3ob Swartz who is 2 General
Contractor, and I asked vwhat lzbor w-s being paid by the aour. He re:cponded
" 35.12 per hour but when I hire taem there is an additional 52.00 Der hour
to the Union for fringe benefits such zs ye-rly paid vacation znd 3802.00 2
month pension after they have worked 45 yezrs under covercd exployrent and
have resched retircrent ozz.".lc 2ls5s ooid ths really s=sa't the total cost
beczuse ne also had to pay the employer's portion of their Socizl Security
‘end insurence for VWorkmen's Compensction; then there wes bookeening and tax
records to keep and other exoenses that made it necesscory for nim to present
their cost, when he figured a "job", a2t zbout 310.50 per hour, thich, I must
S~¥, seemed pretty high for the "aope-to-be home owner".

But what you were paid for labor wesa't importont without knowing whzt you
could buy with the money. And sone things, even in 1907 were very dear. Good
bearing orznge zroves were selling for <2500 an acre. In 1916, T.D.ilurphy in
his book on "Sunset Highways" snezks of haeving a picnic dinner in = vzlencia
orange grove that woas valued ot "five or six thousond dollars per zcre", ke
also szid that the crop on the trees at that time must have equzlled "one
third to one half the vzlue of the lund itself ". This sives us en idea what
people naid for orznges at that time ! Zgzs were zbout as bzd, uy booklet s-vs
"esgs alwcys coumand a zood price, seldo. fzlling below 20% per dozen and run-
ning from that to 50¢". 1o woader the San Fernondo Valley- 'leek's Colorny,
nainly- hcd so mony caicken farms. C:n Joeu believe working for an kour or more
for a dozen ezzs?

Los Angeles hzd mcny fine cafeterias before 'orld YWe=r I z2rné thc £oins price for
a good dinner wies 25¢. And you have =11 ae:srd ~bout the freoe luncnes ot the
seloons- they were re~lly there. Sut there wi's 2 time when even 25t for a me:zl
wes pretty high, -nd 25¢ on hour w:ie very good if you could find it. That of
cource, wrcs during most of the so-cazlled "Fabulous Thirties". I ecn rec-1l

wiile strnding in line %o collect ny unemnloyment check he rinz about 2 zezl

in the basenent of Clifton's Cafeteriz on Zroadw-y that I had to try. It w:s
meat loaf,mashed pointoes cnd gSrovy, sunzer squash, & slice of bresd, coffee &
brecd pudding- the srice w:is 52! Clifton dida't cxnect to izke money ot that
rete. Dut I rec:ll ..other merl on liain Strect where taey did. It was = T-bone
steck with shoestring pot: toes (not frozen either) for 15¢.True; the steck wos
only - inch tiiick. And that in turn brings to :ind todny, wacn a friend told

me nis sister-in-low vho is Joponese had written hinm ond s-id tuecy were paying
$13.00 a pound for sirloin stook!

There is a lot to be s id for low ses aud low prices, but that isn't the re-:son
most of us would lilke - wviecotion U ckw rd in ti.o! =iilliza . Schepler 1J/73
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