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The Cookie Jar Theatre in Chatsworth 

Å The inspiration for this program was a 31-minute documentary on character 

actor Milton Parsons made in 2014. 

 

Å From 1948 to 1963, Milton and Collette Parsons created the Cookie Jar Theatre.  

The performers were Chatsworth children between the ages of 5 and 12. 

 

Å Performances were held at the American Legion Hall on Devonshire, at the 

Chatsworth Park Elementary Auditorium, and in private homes. 

 

ÅRehearsals were held at the Parsonsô residence at 10801 Farralone Ave. 

 

Å The photographs that follow were donated by the performers and their families. 
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1948 ñPrincess Ninaôs Birthdayò 

From Left, Sally Ann Parsons (8), Mary Jo Meyser, 

Henry Ditto (4), Susan Meyser, Jeanette Butler 

Å Performers from 

the 1948 playlet, 

ñPrincess Ninaôs 

Birthdayò.   

Å This was the 

beginning of the 

Cookie Jar 

Theatre. 
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1951 ñLittle Womenò 

Leuise Schepler at right 

The Van Nuys News and Valley 

Green Sheet, Jul 30, 1951: 
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1951 

ñLittle 

Womenò 

Henry Ditto 4th from right, Joel Boyce 3rd from right, Allen Pettebone far right, 

Sally Ann Parsons 3rd from left 
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1951 ñLittle Womenò 

Program 

Å Comments echoed by all: 

These where not children's plays. 

These were large, well planned 

productions, that just happened to 

have children for the actors.   

The costuming, the sets and 

production were all professionally 

done.  

Milton and Collette brought a high level of artistic culture to the children of Chatsworth 

during this era, they gave a lot of themselves to this community. 

Also, this was a total community support function. If you look at the sponsors it is a 

Whoôs Who of Chatsworth during that era. 
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1952 ñDick 

Whittingtonò 

Å Performance Photograph 

from ñDick Whittingtonò at 

right. 

Å The play was held at the 

American Legion Hall, 

21340 Devonshire Blvd. 

Anstr Davidson is a mouse third or 

4th from right.  The Mice were 

named ñA, E, I, O and Uò.  

Henry Ditto (as General Nuisance, 

their Commander) is at left.  


