The Cookie Jar Theatre in Chatsworth

AThe inspiration for this program was a 31-minute documentary on character
actor Milton Parsons made in 2014.

AFrom 1948 to 1963, Milton and Collette Parsons created the Cookie Jar Theatre.
The performers were Chatsworth children between the ages of 5 and 12.

APerformances were held at the American Legion Hall on Devonshire, at the
Chatsworth Park Elementary Auditorium, and in private homes.

Rehearsals were held at t he Parsonsbo

AThe photographs that follow were donated by the performers and their families.
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1948

A Performers from
the 1948 playlet,
APrinces
Bi rthday

A This was the
beginning of the
Cookie Jar
Theatre.
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Chatsworth Cookie .
Jar Theater Stages
Playlet Twice :

Many Chatsworth residents-arc
still talking about .the playlet,

. “Princess Nina’s Birthday”, which

was presented twice recently in
the patio of the Milton Parsons
home.

The production was acted by

stars of “The Cookie Jar Theater”
and was under the direction of
Mr.- Parsons, assisted by Mrs.
Parsons who was also responsible
for the props.

The playlet was given for the
first time on the birthday anni-
versary of Sally Ann Parsons as
entertainment for guests at her
party. A repeat performance was
then staged before selected guests

including parents of the players. |
Sally Ann enacted the title role

|of Princess Nina while Henry

Ditto played the page boy. Mary
Jo Meyser was the Lady in Wait-
ing, Jeanette Butler was Jolly
the Jester, and Susan Meyser
{ was Susie the Scullery Maid.
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From Left, Sally Ann Parsons (8), Mary Jo Meyser,
Henry Ditto (4), Susan Meyser, Jeanette Butler

Chatsworth Historical Society - Cookie Jar Theatre 2



1951 nLittl e

The Van Nuys News and Valley
Green Sheet, Jul 30, 1951:

Chatsworth Anaits August Revival
of Cookie Jar Theater Production,

By SALLIE STANLEY stage as Coletic Humplney, wiote Anne Paisons as Beth; Susan Pet-
Revival of the Cookie Jar Thea- the oiiginal adaptation presented'lebone, Amy and Susan Dleyser,
ter's thespian endeavors in Chats- last summer with such outstanding Meg. Others are Leuise Schepler,
worth has been announced with{success. This year the play has Diane Felbinger, Carolyn Hu\\ald,.
the dates of Aug. 20 to 24 set forsbcen clnbo’raled_on with the addi-;Brian McGinnis, and Robert Ran-|
presentation of the enlarged adap- tion of a wedding scene. Several dall. Added this year to the orig-|
tation of Louisa Alcoit’s “Little|Scenes will.comprise the three acls.‘inal cast are Phyllis and Henry!
Women.” | Direeting the play is Milton Par-|Fladwed, Henry Dilto, Joel Boyce
Again the play will be presentedSOns, well known character aclor.‘nnd Allen Pettebone.
on the grounds of the J. B. Mey-| Who spent last year on tour with, Organizations in the community
ser home at 10430 Santa Susannnilh‘-‘ play “As You Like It" starringlare sponsoring one night runs of
Bivd., where the rumpus room and Katherine Hepburn. More recenilythe production with proceeds to
cement pavilion have been con-/he has been taking @ role in the benefit their own coffers. They
verted into a miniature stage re- play, “Ring Around the Moon" at}are: Monday, Aug. 20, Our Lady,
plete with stage settings of the|LaJolla. Both he and his wife arejof the Valley Catholic Church;
Victorian period. \Cha{sworlh residents. Eleanor|Tuesday, Aug. 21, Chatsworth
Colette Parsons, known on the Pettebone of Chatsworth is gen-/Park P.T.A. and Chatsworth Com-
——!eral manager and residents of the munity Church: Wednesday, Aug.
community are assisting. {22, Chatsworth Woman's Club;
OUTDOORS Rehearsals are being held from Thursday, Aug. 23, Chatsworth
2 to 5 pm. daily with Chatsworth|Pos!, American Legion and Auxil-

g children between the ages of 5 and|iary; Friday, Aug. 24, St. Masrtin-

C(H‘Illi/'ﬂl .Fete 12 years enacting the various roles.|in-the-Fields, Winnetka, .
NMembers of the cast weve choten| Curtain will be at 8:15 each eve- 1

b Gﬂlﬂ El’e’]l for their aptitude and talent for ning and sealing capacity for eathi LGUIse SChepler at rlg ht

play acting. ‘produclion is 200 persons. Admis-
. " Heroines in the play are four sis-/sion is by donation and further in-
]0’ Mldﬂlﬂlﬂlfﬂ ters—NMeg, Jo, Beth and Amy. and|formation may be obtained by call-
taking these roles again this seasonjing Mrs. Pettebone at SUperior

In the old-fashioned manner, &jare Claudia McCulloch as Jo; Sally|8-5344. ’
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T
Henry Ditto 4th from right, Joel Boyce 3rd from right, Allen Pettebone far right,
Sally Ann Parsons 3rd from left
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THE COOKIE JAR THEATRE

Scene

A morning in the following February.
Presents Scene A Sunday afternoon, three weeks later.
Scene The following week, very late at night.
rogram S =
ACT III
Adapted by Colette H. Parsons from Louisa May Alcott's e
Novel Scene 1: The sitting room, Easter morning and the
Produced and Directed by Milton Parsons front garden, immediately following.
-------------------------- Scene 2: An afternoon in the following June.
The J. B. Meyser Ranch, Chatsworth. Aug. 1925, 1951~~~ "ot ooToememo s s s s s
Costumes: Designed by Mrs. John R. Kibbey and Colette

AComments echoed by all:

(In the order in which they speak)

Jo March

Claudia McCulloch

H. Parsons; made by Mothers of the Cast, Mesdames Guy
Clark, Ray L. Johnson, Blanche Phillips, Frank Schepler,
and Miss Sarita Goodwin.

- 1 Setting: Designed by Milton Parsons; built, sewed
These where not children's plays o emieres e w L e
. Amy March Susan Pettebone %the Meysers, Mary Jo Meyser, Mrs. Allen Pettebone, Brian,

Beth March Sally Anne Parsons Qp‘h,é, and Michael McGinnis.
Hannah Leuise Schepler | e

These were large, well planned e ol B oo

) Laurie (Theodore Laurence) Brian McGinnis

John Brooks Bob Randall Indicental

- = Aunt March Betsey McWilliams Piano Music: Mary Jo Meyser
productions, that just happened to =
] Ned Moffat Allen Pettebone Properties: Assembled or made by the Mesdames Wm. Lakey
Daniel Moffat Joel Boyce FP‘:W M. Ditto. ’
g Mrs. Moffat Beatrice Lennon
have children for the actors g B D e T R, K,
] Miss Chester Bette Drake

the Leroy McCullochs, the Wm. B. McGinnises, the T
McWilliamses, the J. B. Meysers, the Milton Parsons, the
Allen Pettebones, the Robert Randalls, the Frank Scheplers,
the Wm. Scheplers, and Mrs. Nell Rader and Mrs. George
Viertel.

ACT I

The play takes place in the March sitting-room, with
a brief interlude in the front garden.

[he costun 1INg, the sets and
d t- ” f 0 ” Scene 1: About five o'clock in the afternocon, two OUR THANKS to Mrs. C. E. Avey, Will Curry, Janet Davis, Jo
days before Christmas. TR “LNEH 1ok A
roaucuon were all proressiona . craxd Dyerly Clesners, Florence Ficket, Aloa
p p y Scepej2; Christmas morning. Fause. , Sarah Hopking, Chas. Janess, lirs. Laverne
done. g

Lee, Ray Johnson - and to the Whole Community for
its interest and cooperation.

Milton and Collette brought a high level of artistic culture to the children of Chatsworth
during this era, they gave a lot of themselves to this community.

Also, this was a total community support function. If you look at the sponsors itis a

Whoos Who of Chatsworth during that er a
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Whittingtono

A Performance Photograph
from fADick Whittingtono at

right.
A The play was held at the

American Legion Hall,
21340 Devonshire Blvd.

Anstr Davidson is a mouse third or
4% from right. The Mice were
named nA, E, | |, O and Uo.

Henry Ditto (as General Nuisance,
their Commander) is at left.
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