The History of Burro Flats,
Rocketdyne and the SSFL
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Overview and site background

A  The 2,850 acre Santa

Susana Field Lab (SSFL) is
located in the Simi Hills in
Ventura County on a
plateau overlooking the San
Fernando and Simi Valleys.

Access from Chatsworth is
from Woolsey Canyon
Road, access from Simi
Valley is from Black Canyon
Road.

The easternmost boundary
of the SSFL is on the Los
Angeles County Line.
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Topics to be covered

Native American History T The Burro Flats Painted Cave
Rancho Simi History
Eddie Maier ownership in 1910
Henry and Max Silvernale and Bill Hall ownership as partners 1939 to 1954
Movie History 1937-1954
Santa Susana Field Lab History 1947 to today
A North American Aviation (NAA) History

A NAA leases land in the Simi Hills 1947, the first test stand was completed
in 1949 (Area |)

A NAA purchased Burro Flats/Sky Valley in 1954. The Rocketdyne Division
builds four test stand complexes (Area Il). The Atomics International
Division builds the Sodium Reactor Experiment (Area V).

A Nuclear research ends 1988; Rocket testing ends in 2006, cleanup
continues
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Native American History
Chumash living in the hills of Dayton Canyon
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Some interesting
discoveries have
been recently
revealed relating
to the Native

Vs

Americans that I N N e i

once lived in our
local hills.
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Native American History
Chumash living in the hills of Dayton Canyon

A In 2001, during the development of Dayton Canyon, over 30 Native American burials were
discovered (The 2015 development project found no burials). DNA testing of 7 samples
showed some interesting things:

A One burial was over 5,000 years old.

A Two of the burials were genetically related, 1,600 years apart. Which implies that one
lineage had lived in the same area for 1,600 years.

A There was a mixed population, which was Chumash in culture. There was no evidence
of cremations; the types of burials were more similar to Chumash.

A The remains were relocated and reinterred by the Native American community.
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Native American History
Burro Flats Painted Cave

The pictographs at Burro Flats are
a remarkable record of prehistoric

Native American art, dating from at
least 1200-1800 AD, probably

much earlier.
vy
ifiBased on the sty g
pictographs and the multiple layers,
the site could plausibly be three to

four t hous anBDeviyea
Gandy

The newest layer of paintings are
only a few hundred years old.

Photo courtesy Albert Knlght
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The site also has a
Late Period
component, based on
the presence of
Spanish trade beads.

The siteods
inclusion on the
National Register of
Historic Places reflects
its significance.
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Native American History
Burro Flats Painted Cave

Dr. Edwin Krupp is an Astronomer and has been the Director of
the Los Angeles Griffith Observatory since 1974.

He is recognized internationally as an expert on ancient,
prehistoric, and traditional astronomy, and has visited nearly 1,800
ancient and prehistoric sites throughout the world.

In his 1983 book, "Echoes of the Ancient Skies: the Astronomy of
Lost Civilizations, A he wrote:

AAn astronomical el ement i1 n th
noticed in early 1979 by John Romani, a graduate student in -
archaeology at California State University, Northridge. He thought ==
a natural cut £ &kind of bottomless window £ i&f the overhang
above the western end of the panel paintings looked like it might
let sunlight pass through and strike a part of the otherwise shaded
panel Z&t about the time of the wi

Photo at right courtesy Teena Takata '
2004 Winter Solstice arrow of light b AN -
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Native American History
Burro Flats Painted Cave

Also from the 1983 book, "Echoes of the Ancient Skies: the
Astronomy of Lost Civilizations, A Dr. Krupp wrot e:

AThe paintings, which record the involvement of t he
the sky, are on the same plateau where the stands on which the

huge moon-r oc ket and Space Shuttle engines were test fi.

In a 2014 letter to NASA, Dr. Krupp notedthatit he NASA t est

stands and the Burro Flats painted shelter comprise the only place

on earth where our modern world heritage in space converges

with the prehistoric reach for the sky. o

AAnd for that reason, the place Is iIirreplaceably si
history of space exploration, the history of NASA, the history of
Cali fornia and America, and the history of the worl

Photo at right courtesy Teena Takata
2004 Winter Solstice arrow of light (18 seconds later)
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